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. . . then visit

GARDINER'S

F your time Is limited we shall be happy to forward by post,

to any part of the world, any articles of clothing you may
require—be it a pair of socks, a tie, or a complete uniform.
A speedy nnd efficient service awaits your orders. Write for
prices and self measurement forms to :

GARDINER & Co. (The Scotch House) LTD.,
I, 3 & 5, Commercial Road, London, E.|
Telephone : BiShopsgate §751/3

Branches : Deptford House, Deptford Broodwaoy, S.E8 and 33/37 Hore Street, Woolwich, S.E 18 |

&

OWEN J. CARTER & Co., Ltd.

Wine and Cigar Merchants,
37-41, HIGH STREET, CHATHAM

3a, Half Moon Street 26a, William Street
PORTSMOUTH DEVONPORT

snd »f

MALTA

Established 1864
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Throughout the ysars since
1839 the House of Saccone &
Speed Lud, has had the honour
of supplying Naval Messes with
Fine Wines, Spirits, Cigars
and Cigarectes

The advantage of these years
of experience togethar with
a specialised service o exe
tended 2o 31l Naval Messes at
Home and Abroad

.....

& "-' \ — : . : ? »'~""; =

SACCONE & SPEED LIMITED

INCORPORATING HANKEY, BANNMSTER & CO.

32 SACKVILLE STREET, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.i
BRANCHES AND CORRESPONDENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

E.W.CRACKNELL & SON
ROYAL NAVAL OUTFITTERS

Clothes for all eccasions tailored with
distinction from our renowned cloths

83 ELM GROVE
PORTSMOUTH

Phone : Bory

AND AT
10 HIGH STREET 7 HIGHBURY BUILDINGS
COSHAM COSHAM
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OUTFITTERS TO THE ROYAL NAVY
2 THE HARD

Boakshop: E Ordnarce Row, Hairdressing Saloon 1 2 The Hared

PORTSMOUTH
BRANCHES -
Lawdon  :  Phwowd 0 Sowthawptsn ;o Clatham 2 Liverpeol 2 [Fpamomid
Rath : Edwbargd ¢ BSsormemantd @ Lowdewderey 1 Malta  : Gibealtar
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NTA MARIA ™

On Friduy, 3rd August, 1492, Christopher Columbus set satl from Palos in the small
Santa Maria, atended by the two caravels, Pinta and Nina, the whole squadron compnising
only 120 adventurers. This was the fruit of seven years' effort to interest patrons in his
design to regch India by sailing westward

On 6th September he left the Canaries, and five weeks later, when the courage ind pat-
ience of his crews were sorely tried, he sighted lTand and set foot in the Bahamas. In visiting
neighbouring islands the Santa Maria was wreckdd, and, leaving & garnison of forty men in
San Domingo, he returned to Spain, arriving on I5th March, (493, He made two other
visits to the New World, und died i Spain in 1506
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EDITORIAL

This Summer Number of the mugszine has been
allowed as far as possible to produce iself, with the
minimum badgering of budding writers and urtists 10
“do something.™ The result should be scceptable us 5
fair norm of what the Communications Branch is
capable when fY 10 its own Inttative in the lerary
field, onve the facilitoes have been provided. After thes
namber, The Communacatos will enjoy o change of
Editor, and the succeeding pages of this issue may
serve as an assessment of the inberitance of the “new
boy. ™

It has been an enjoyable experience commssoning
and working up the magazine 10 s present Jevel
enjoyuble and most instrective. To the new Editor
also 2 'Scheolie,™ of course ! -—the pitfalls may not yel
be obvious,

It & time 1o ask all you Communicalor types to
keep your new Editor happy. Send him loods of
material and don't shirk your establishment und ship
respansibilities in this respect. Buy your own copy of
each ssuc and see thut your “oppa™ buys his. Finally,
do everything in good time 3o that the editorial func-
tion is not performed at the rush,

Before banding over the biue pencil and the Wind.
soF type chair to our celief, we have a few important
acknowledgments 10 make.

On page 3 are listed the names of the happy band

of pilgrims who do all the work for this magazioe and
get dictle of the pruise. It would ill-befit the present
Editor to retire from his chuir witheut recording his
deep appreciation of the highly ¢competent manner in
which all of these voluntary helpers have performed
theie allotied tasks. The unflugging toif of the Assis-
wnt Editor, the financiol wizardry tulways @ oor
advantage!) of the Treasurer, the care and sKilf of the
Art Editor and 1he cheerful efficency of our Sccretary
arc the factors whveh have made the mugazine go
and not, as one senior (C) officer remarked, the fact
that there isn't & Signalman amongst them!

We are conscious 100 of what THE COMMUNICATOR
owes 10 its Business Munager, who, aithough he does
these things for & liviog, has eken greas pains 1o
assess correctly the reguirements of the Communica-
vons Branch, Royal Navy,

Behand all thes, of course, there are the benevolent
eovouragement and support of High Authority, with.
ot which all our abosrs would be in vain,

Finally we would bow towards our contributors,
particularly these who have featured regularly, many
of whom, surprisingly enough, do not wear uniform,
although of course they are connecled with Naval
Communications

Good Juck to Tut Cosmusscator and 10 the
worithy Brunch which it serves!

VALETE

On 26th April, 1948, H.M. Signal School, Leydene,
said good«bye to Captain C, L, Firth, NS O, MV O,
RN, on his appointment 10 HMS. Permn (addi
tonal} for S.O.T.C.

Captwin Firth joined H M.S, Mercury on 3rd Janae
ary, 1946, and served as C.S.S. for two happy years

| ‘.,~ -.00 ’

The good wishes of 1l of us go with him in his present
und furure uppoiniments.

He was relieved as C.S.8. by Cuptiun J. H, F, Crom.
bie, DS.0, RN, who joined Signal School from
HMS. Vengeance.
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Now it can be told

THE ADMIRAL SAID “YES™

(Reprinted from the “News Chronicle™ of dth June,
1948, by Kimd pernrission of the Editor)

The Admiral has setired, S0 now it cun be told; the
war-time story of how |—and my brother—once
“bounced" the Admiral,

And not only the Admiral, hot his staff, the cap-
tains of twe ships, and, worst offence of all, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the South Atlantic Station him-
seif, It was like this

I was the captain’s office wrlter in the cruiser in
which the Admiral flew his flag when he led some of
the famous Malta convoys. My brothar was an ordin-
ary signalman in a corvette, And, when I say ordin-
ary, 1 mean ordinury, because until his wife became
a Wren and put up her hook he Bad ne ambition to
ndvance in the naval scade.

I didn't Xnow where he was, and he didn't know
where | was, Such were the “exigencies™ of the Service.

Then, one day in the summer of 1941, after surviv-
ing —with the Admiral—a noisy trip 10 Malta, we
sailed down South for & respite a1 Capetown,

We called to refuel in Freetown and there, sitting in
karbour, was my brother’s corvette with my heother
abpard, experiencing fife in the mw with a vengeance,

- - - -

In the Navy there dre always men in big ships who
tire of the “fAanpel™ and want to be in little ships and
men in little ships who, baving bad enough of sharing
two knives and forks with forty people, long 10 go
to dig ships

So it wasnt 100 hard 10 lind someone in the cruiser
who would swop with my brother in his corverte. He
had, of course, 10 be equal in rate and rank and effici-
ency and charscter and service . . . equal, In face, In
almost everything but the colour of the hairandthe eyes.

There was not much time in which to do the “good
big brother™ act, but at first things scemed (0 be going
well,

Then the difficulties began to pile up, Firstly, in
accordance with the rules and regulations laid down
by thelr Lordships of the Admiralty, the application
had to be initiated by the captain of the corvette. He
after all was junior to the captain of the cruiser, and,
although they might be the best of friends at gin time,
swopping signalmen was o much different matter.

And the corvetie skipper seemed to have no parti-
cular desire Lo be rd of my brother, working, no doubt
on the principle that the known evil—even with signal-
men—:4 belter thun the unknown

When that obstacle had beon overcome the appro-
vl of the Admiral in the cruiser and the approsal of
the Commanderin.Chiel had 10 be obtained. 1t was
truly amazing o find how interested captains and
admirals could be in what became of you when all the
time you thought you were of less importance than
the ship's cat.

Tt was, of course, hopeless. And despite all my pes-

tering of the capeuin's and admizal’s secretaries, whore
patence wore thinner and thinoer and whose language
grew more and more un-officer-like as the day wore
on, we sailed away o Capetown and my brother wis
left behind.

I remember him telling me later that he rose early
10 watch us leave harbour and sat on the forecastle -
perhaps with tears of anger and disappointment in his
eyes—watching his chance of a “big ship™ vanish m
the morning miist on the horizon,

. - - -

It scemed too good 1o be toue to cill at Freetown
again on the way back, if only for & few short hours,
But we did,

Hardly had we dropped anchor than a signal cume
from the cocvelle —one junior cupeain to one senlor
captain—asking “what gboul swopping these signal-
men . oot i those words, of course, but that's
what it meant stripped of its naval pompasity.

Within minutes | was sctive sgain, The secretarics
were pesiered once more, signals fashed bere amd
there, papers were excharged, the man with the Jong-
ing for little ships packed his bags and drank “tors™
all round the mess,

At the lnst moment | almost faided. The captains
had spproved, the Admimal was willing. Even the
Commander-in-Chiel had sent n pleasant litthe mes-
sage saying he'd be delighted 10 grant the wishes
of two ocdinary signalmen,

But the sca-dutymen were fallen in bofore | gol per-
mission Lo send off a boat acrass the harbour to
exchange the. "bodies,” and it was touch and go
whether the Commander would not, with a final word,
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rizin all the intricate pian,

The commander was human, 1he boat pushed off und
we were moving out of harbour, when it returned and
was hoisted aboard with my brother and his kit inside.

His first words when he touched down were: “How
on earth did you do it?"

I was mystified

“But your old man sent us 2 sagonl,” [ said,

His face was a picture of dismay

“He didn’t! | sent t!™

He hadn™t meant 10 chear. He was an honest kid
And how was he 10 know that our bunting-1osser
wouldn't realise that the signal was intended from one
rating to another, who happened 10 be his brother,
warning him 1o get cracking?

Maunicy Fransiasn

TRAINING AID.

-

GEMS FROM TECHNICAL
LECTURES

1. *“In messages transmitted by this System, we
were unable to detect any undetectable errors.”

2. At the receiving end, armics of Wrens were
busy currying nway baskets full of undetectable
errors,”

). “Remote control of shore transmitiers is very
uselul, because operators don't hike living 100 far from
cinemas and pubs, whereas trunsmitting aerials do.
OFf course, you cant help the maintenande people’s
likes and dishikes.™
AR
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LET'S TALK SHOP!

Touch-Typlog

This heading appears early in the article because we
want you 10 realise the importance of the subject.
The ability to touch-type, whether you are taking down
a Morse of & voice transmission, copying a signal, or
operating any form of keyboard, not anly affects the
efficiency of communications but also, from st July,
affects your advancement and bence your pockel. As
already promulgated in past A F.Os. and now further
emphasised and eluborated in A F.O. 1751/48 und
A F.O."S™ B3/48, touch-typing becomes a compul.
sory qualification for advancement on st July, 948
At 8 lemporary measure and In case opporiunities for
icarning touch-lyping have not been the sume for all,
anyone who fatls in 1yping but passes in all other sub-
Jects in an examination will have theee months grace
in which to work up his typing. withou!l being pena-
Hsed—but read the *'S™ Order for the details.

In order to ensure that lack of typewnilers is not
causing difficulties, the Admiralty have asked Com-
manders-in-Chiel to make recommendations ol re-
vised numbers of machines required in each class of
ship if those at present supplied ure inndeguate.

Ship-shore Communications

In the fast issue of Tur ComvuNiCaTOon an articlke
under this heading referred 10 the low standard of
Morse operating ability at present generally obtiining
On a visis 10 Burnham Wireless recently, we were told
that they think there 3 a shighy geneeal improvement
in the standard of operating. Therc was plenty of ropm
for I, so don't feel self-satisfied —there s sull a tong
way to go,

Results of Recent Courses at Lesdene

The resulis of recent PO, and Leading Tele-
graphust courses at Leydene have shown that cands.
daves are devoting tao much of their time o0 Theary
and Techmcal and not enough to Ceyplography, Or-
ganisation and other subjects. This may necessitate
further reductions in the amount of Theory taught,
bat it 1s emphasssed that Cryplography, Organisation
and Procedure are the important subjects now. When
1he Electirical Branch are fully up to strength, all that
we shall need to know about Theory and Technical is
enough 10 operate our equipment efficiently, what
frequencies to use and when we can use them.

Communication Wrens" Traioing

The number of Communication Wrens under train.
mg 8t H M. Signal School continues at its maximurm
fevel of over 100 Wrens and shows no signs of any
substantial reduction before Seplember. Courses in
progress at the moment include one 1./Wren Tele-
graphist () Class. four New Entry Telegraphisi
Classes and three Signal Conversson Classes.

Signal officers of naval air statians will deubtless be
glad to know that all Signal Conversion Courses
should be completed by the autumn,

In support of the 1theory that “doing the job* s of
far greater vaiue than any amount of lectures, one
Signal Conversion Course is bemng lent to F.O., Sub-
marines, for the duration of his summer war for
cryptographic and M.S.0, watchkeeping duties in the
AC.H.Q. at Londonderry.

In order 1o give Wren Telegraphists the opportunity
of knawing whot it fecls like 1o be “'the chap a1 the other
end," we now try to arrange for all mew entry classes
1 get in one day sen expenience during their training.
Thanks 10 the kindpess of H M.S. Haxer, 1wo classes
have already spent 2 most instructive and enjoyable
day at sea ~the Wrens are shown over the ship in the
farenoon and in the afternoon they take part ina W)T
exercise with Fort Southwick. Needless (o say, this &=
4 most popular feature of their course.

For the rime being, Ween Telegraphists continee (o
be drafied solely to naval air stations, where inevit.
ably. up to now, they huve had hittle opportunity of
making use of the Marse sde of their traming, which
constitutes such u very farge puri of their thiny-five
weeks new entry course. This was unfortunate but
unavosdable. The Communication departments of
naval air stations are now being manned almost en-
tirely by Wrens. By means of a special Wrens” W/T
exercise, they will in future be given both the oppor-
tunity and necessury stimulus 1o maintaln thelr general
service operating ability. Thus they will be competent
10 take over from Male Telegraphists in shore
M.S.04,, as is anticipated will be required in the near
future.

Rovul Marine Shsals

Now that a steudy post-war flow of courses for
R.M. officers and other runks qualifying have been
passing through at Leydene and the first Royal
Maring ranks hove embarked i HM. ships as part
of the Communacations Branch, many people in the
Navy, and in particular the Communicatsons Branch,
ure wondeting what the functions of R.M. Signals are
and where and how they are trained,

The Signal Branch of the Royal Mutines is 2 selfs
contained branch of the Corps as 15 the Communica-
tions Branch of the Novy, Recruits are seiected afier
their intial general trtining and are then trained as
signallers, A mon who beconies a signaller remains
one throughout his service. There are three grades of
signallers, corresponding to the substantive ranks of
Sergeant and above, Corpora! and Marine. They are
kpown a8 S1, ST and S3 and constitute the Part i1
qualification necessary (or substantive ronk under the
fnew pay code.

The functions of R.M, Signals can be defined

« bricfly as follows:

(1) To provide the commumcations in the Royal
Marine Commando Brigode and any other
formations or units of the Roval Marines.

{2) To provide the personnel for certain Combined
Operations signal units, such us naval beach
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signal stations and for certain shore establish-
ments in the United Kingdom.

13) To provide communications for units of Royal

Marines kanded from the fleet,

Teo fit men 1o carry out the dutes Selined in (2)
above and to combine this with the requirements of
(3), up o four signallers may be embarked in capital
ships amd cruisers as part of the Communications
Branch.

The training o R.M. Signals is therelfore required
10 be both naval and military. The army trainiog for
S2s and S35 15 carmed out ur the Signal School in
R.M, Barracks, Eastney, while the naval training Is
done ot HM. Signal School, Levdene. 'The naval
training ol S1s is done at H. M, Signal School and the
Army training is done partly at the Signal School,
Royal Marines. und parnly at the Army Scheot of
Signals, Cattenick, Yockshire, Certain ranks also
undergo the base Combined Operations sagnal course
at Fremington and may be employed in S1, 52 and 8§21
grades in Combined Operutions umits,

In addition 10 the BAsIic traning a5 operaters and
linesman in the grades SI, S2 and S3, certain ranks
are selected ut S2 and S) level 10 be traingd by the
Army as radio mechanscs, linemen mechanics, lines
men, permanent line, or despatch rider. In very
special cases, N.C.O«. may do a foreman of signals
COurse

During the war the Rayal Manne Signal School was
situated at Saundersfool in South Walkss. It moved 10a

lemporary camp between Dover and Deal in the
summer of 1946 and firally moved into ils new and
permanent home in the Royal Marine Barrucks,
Eastney, as part of 1the functional reorgansation of
the Corps, in the autumn of 1ast year

V/S COMMENTARY

We hope that by the time this cdition goes (o press,
distribation of the new signal books will have begun
The targes date for their introduction is 15t November.

We have been getling quite & number of gueries on
ceremonial procedure and Bag etiquetie in recent
months, As the authority on this subject, we welcomes
any problem you may have.

Have you seen the A F.O. Diagram showing the
dress ship sequence with the new flags {A F.O. 1819/48
and dizgram 49/48)7 It is of interest 10 note that the
dressing line between the musts which used to be
called the “main 1o fore™ in deference to the seniority
of the mainmast is now termed the ““fore to main™

WIRELESS COMMENTARY

The Radio Tree

The Radio Tree, forecastin ' Wireless Commentary™
of the last issue, was promulgated in AF.O, 1129/45.
There is no ddagram in the A F.0,, but here is & dia-
grammatic interpretation of the Wireless Branch of the
tree. It 18 not “officinl” and there may be different
1dcas about it

N e 3‘

\-

Arthwe B Parigr
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“L" BRANCH COMMENTARY

We take great pleasure in congrutulating two former
members of our instructional stalf, Messrs. Roper and
Seymour, on their promotion w W EO(R), and we
wish them every success in the fulure.

Conversion courses for ex-Telegraphist ratings are
now in full swing, and many old friends are revisiting
Leydene in their new branch for u refresher course in
wireless equipment. with the emphisis on maintenance.

New friends were mode in 2 class of Sea Cagers
which spent a sssion among the mysteries of radio in
ihe (L) Branch classrooms. We hope Lo see some of
them bn & future class of P.R.E.Ms.

On two occassons the (L) Branch section has been
invaded by large numbers of “Schoolics” from the
*“M™ Stafl thirsting (or direct contact with the things
they normally deal with on the blackboard, We under-
siand that they showed great promise of reaching
P.R.E.M. standard in receiver festing and are now
confident of being able to trace a defective fuse in the
office broudcast receiver,

D/F calibrating courses have now become a per-
manent feature, though we have not yet received all
the equipment we would like, and the hazards of the
Hampshire countryside have not been fully overcome,
But these deficiences serve 10 teat the improvisation
capabilities of instructional and maintenance stafl, and
life might indeed be dull without themn. On one occa-
sion our “M.F . V." refused 10 go, and we thought of
sending an S.0.S. for the Sullage Horse.

A great event this term has been the recruisment of
o gardener for North Camp. This useful member of the
ground staff bears the name of Frisby, and we regret
10 say that many of us, in moments of abseni-minded.
ness, have referred to him as “Mr. Dyke"

1t is expected that by the ume this is in pring the
mujority of our present Instructors will have gone to
Coltingnood for the R.EA. Conversion Course.
They will have been relieved by ex-Chief and P.O
Tels, who have completed un Electrical Branch Con-

version Course, and possibly, in some cases. by
R.E.As.

We were rather surprised when one of our R Es,
M. A. Browne, requested to be released in order 1o
return to bis old love, the coal mine. He might huve
misquoted Kipling, thus;

“Take me back 10 the Durham Coalfield,

Away from the frequency bear,
Where the only Big Cheese is the ration,
And 2 Rabhit is something to eat™)

R.E. Browne was & popular Instructor and un en-
thusiastic member of the amateur radio fraternity, and
will be greatly msssed. Radio "Hams" may hear from
him in due course.

AMATEUR RADIO G3BZU

The “hams™ have boen very subdued of late, drafi.
ing having reduced our numbers to a very low figure,
We are expensencing some difficulty In hunging up our
acnals owing 10 the lack of hands 10 man-handle the
NAsIs.

Since the pubbcation of our last CoMmunacaron,
the Club has recsived two letters, one from Mr. Musty,
Secretary of the Royal Navul Amuteur Radio Club,
Hoag Kong, and the other from P.O, Tel, Shaw of
H.M.S, Blemcarkra. Shaw seems to think that ama.
teurs are frowned upon in the Royal Navy; that cer-
talnly is not the case at H.M. Signal School and we
hope i1 isn’t true elsewhere. We agree with P.O. Tel.
Shaw in his remarks on the usefulness of amateur
radio and we certainly hope 10 contact him and ex-
change cards in the near future. His callsign is
GMIANO and he will no doubs welcome overseas
contacts. The letter from Mr. Musly asks various
questions which we have answered as well as we could
and we hope 10 his partial satisfaction, We will now
endeavour 1o make contact with him on the air. Mr,
Musty's calissign 15 VSA4BA, and | am sure he will
welcome consacts fromm all and sundry.

Qur hope 1o join in the * Field Day™ was not realised,
owing 10 various reasons beyond our control, and we
haven't traveliad far beyond the confines of the camp
i our social contacts. We are waiting for one of our

maore opulent members to acquire & car and a stand.
ard ratson

AF.O. 74743 15 of imerest 1o all naval amateurs
and others inlending to tuke out a G.P.O. transmitting
licence, They are required to pass the Morse and
technical examinations before such a licence 15 mssued,
11 shows a list of ranks and ratings and the examina-
ton or examinations from which they may claim
exempison.

We are always pieased 10 hear from naval or other
"harms™ and will endeavour (0 help Lhem if they have

+ problems which we can solve. This dosn’t refer 10 per-
sona!l problems, which are sdequately covered by
other publications.

"M B
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MATTERS EDUCATIONAL

The gradual reorganisation of the Royal Navy on a
peace-1ime basls has invelved & number of changes,
and not a few innovitions. The world of education
must march with the times, and the Service wis pre-
pared for most of the new orders and regulations which
have appeired in recent months, Considerations of
space do not allow of more then a brief survey of those
which are of intecest to the Communications Brunch;
reference is made to relevant Admirnity Fleet Orders.
which should be consulted for further details.

A [amous warrior is alleged to have been respon-
sibie for the truism “An army marches on jts stom-
ach.” It ks equally true, in the present day, that “A
navy floats on its textbooks,” and the Communications
Branch, in particular, will be gratelul for the docision
to include in ENV.T. libranes o larger proportion of
technical books, including standard works of refer-
oence on radio subjects. The impending isswe of a
catalogue of books naw held in Command libraries
will enzble both officers and ratings to obtain valg-
uble up-to-date works pow in very short supply,
through the EV,T. afficer of their own ship or estab-
lishment (A F.O, 734/48).

In these days of fierce competition, parents of all
classes are more than ever before prepared to make

grave sacrifices 1o give thesr children a sound educazion.
Service pareats will therefore read with intesest the
list of educational awards availuble in Great Britain
for the children of members and former members of
the Forces (A.F.O. 970/45).

The introduction of the Warrunt Communication
Officer has involved & change In the educational
qualification required; this has been brought into line
with that introduced for all other branches—a Secomnd
Class Higher Educational Certificate. The “compul.
sory"" subjects for Communications candidates are
English and Navigauon (A.F.O. 869/48), Candidates
who bold a Q. W.R. certificate are not reguired to
requalify.

Other changes concorn the training of Communica-
tsons Boys at sea (A F.O. 971/48), Boys" Aceclerated
Advancement (A F.O. 1282/48}, Exemption from E.T.!
(A.F.O. 869/48), and W.R.N.S. Educational Quali-
fication for recommendation for promotion 10 Officer
rank (A F.O. 1213748),

No matter how jaundiced the eye with which we
view ihe effect of any of these changes on our indivi-
dual burdens, all must agree thut they will serve to
increase the efficiency of the Branch and the Service,

AR )




MORSE

In the year 1791, in Massachusetts, was boen a child
destined 10 begome one of the great benefaciors of the
world, He was chnstened Samue! Finlay Breeze
Morse, When he grew up he became an arisst; but v s
not for his cantributions 1o art that be s remembered,
though his art was 1the Indircct Cause,

Morse hud come (o Europe 1o study under the great
Continental Masters and, after elght years, was te-
wining home by sen. For thess gight years he had
badly missad his home, and now every mile that sep-
arated him from it was intolerably irksome, There
and then he decided 10 give his mind 10 inventing
some method of communication which would con-
qQuer distance

For years he worked, and in | 8432 his labours bore
fruit. He had contrived a machine for sending and
receiving messages over long distunces, and the code
by which they were transmitied became known as the
Morse Code. That year, friends in Balumore lstened
eagerly as Morse tapped our at Washington his first
message ., . “What God hath wrought,™

Humility i3 often one of the most characteristic fea-
tuces of those who huve given most (0 mankind. So it
was with Morse, It must have been immediately
ohvious that his achievement was going to be of in-
calculnble value 10 the world, but be sought no credit
foe himself. “The credit v God's; He used me,” he
sind, and that was the end of the matter

What a sorry tale of frustration and failure must be
la3d at the door of man's vanisy! The wasted takents
and misdirected genius of many of us sguandered be-
Catse we persist in thinking that we cin make bester
use of them than the God who <reated them! It s a
sobering thought, but, perhaps, not without its mes-
sure of inspiration for those anxioes that something
should be made of their hives

It is amazing what can be done with ¢ven our poor
talents If they are put into the hands of the Master
Craftsman

PADRF

St. George's Chapel, HM.S. “Mercury !
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LESSER BREEDS

| sat beside the margin of the wood

When wintee's early chill was creeping in,
The sun shone low kmong the golden leaves;
The sun which saw Life's earliest year begin
And on beyond the end of Life

Incessantly will spin.

A liszle hird alighted on the fawn,

She ruffed her breast and cocked n beady eye,
Then, pecking at a particle of food,

Was swiftly distant, as & dart would Ty,

She had no other purpose than

Her needs to satisfy,

Man was created lord of all the earth
And beavy luden with & load of woe.
His ¢rop of happiness does not increase,
Altbough he sees the sum of knowledge grow.
There fsn't any sense in it,
But Man has made it 5o,

J.O, F,

CALLING ALL COMMUNICATORS

The Editor & compiling u collection of notes
worthy signals—noteworthy for their humour,
apiness or context,

Dig out your signal logs and send in your
contributions giving a few words of background
information if' possible,

Because your pet signal is alreody fumous,
don’t assume that someone else has sent it in,
DO IT NOW,

It is hoped at & later date 10 publish these
n instalments

Ihere Is an acute shortage of copies of the
Summer Number | 5947 CoMmuncataor (Volume
1 No. 2), The Editor would be most grateful
il any copees finished with, or spare. could be
sent in to meet the deenand. We will meet any
expenses incurred in returning old copies and,
if required, will pay 64, per copy far those in
good condition,

Pigase send in your old copy if' vou don't want
it further.

THE TIE
As stocks are now available (C) Officers
wishing to purchase a Signal Officer's
Tie should apply to:

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
H.M. SIGNAL SCHOOL.,
LEYDENE HOUSE,

NR. PETERSFIELD, HANTS,

Price 5/6d. each. Plus 1 Clothing Coupon
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ACCELERATED
ADVANCEMENT

Since the war, much thought hus been given 1o im-
proving the conditions of asdvancement, and partis
cular consderation has been given to the methods
of awarding accelerated advancement o those
ratings who show exceptional ability or who, by
diligent application, reach a higher standard than
the average.

In the past, accelerated advancement was con-
fined to two methods:

(1) Advancement from Boy to Ordinuty tate
by means ol 8 professonal and an edu-
cational (E,T.2) examination.

(2} Advancement to Leading rate and above by menns of half-yearly “red ink™ recommenditions
on Form S507.

Lel us examine (1) first.

In this case, a Boy who passed the examination could be advanced to the Ordinary rate w1 17§
instead of the normul 18 years of age, thereby gaining six months seniority. No differentiation was
made, however, between the Boys who obtained high passing marks and those who only Just scraped
through. It was thus o case of “all or nothing at all.”

In order therefore to reward Boys according 10 thele degree of merit and 10 encourage them 1o work
hard during their New Entry course, o pew system has been introduced (A F.O. 128248 whach gives
sccelerated advancement oo a sliding scale as follows:

Boys who obtain a 15t Class Pass in heir passing-out examinations in the Boys” Training Establish-
ment will gain two months serority. thase who obtained 1 2nd Class Pass will gain one month's
senkority.

In addition, a Boy who subsequently passes Eductiona) Test 2 will gain 3 further four months
seniority if he oblains a st Class Pass or two months senlornity if he obtains a 2nd Class Pass,

Thus a Boy may gain anything from one 10 six months seniority and be advanced to the Ordinsary
raie one Lo six months curlier than ke normally would be, /e, one to six months before reaching 18
years of age.

Now, L0 enCOUTage yOUNy rtings 1o continue 1o press abead, this principle has also been applied
to advancement from the Ordinary rate to Signalman or Telegruphist (A F.0, 724/48), und at this
juscture accelernted advancement may be gained (subject 1o recommengdation by the Commanding
Officer) according 10 the following sale:

If the average percentage ob-
tained in the professional exam-
ination (omitting practical
transmitting  and  receiving
results) s 5 per cent, higher
than the average percentage
required 1o pass.

If the uverage percentage ob.
tained as abave 18 10 per cent,
higher,

C.S. Ratings
May be advanced afier fours
leen manths in the Ordinary
nite, S, one monh curlies
than nocmally.

C.S. Ratimgs
May be advanced after twelve
months in the Ordinary rate,
i#., three months earbier than
normally.

S.S. Rariogs
May be advanced after seven-
teen montha in the Ordinary
rute, Lo, one month carler
than normally

5.5, Ratings
May be advanced afer sixteen
months in the Ordinary rate,
i2.. two manths ¢arfier than
normally.

Thus a Signal Boy or Boy Telegraphist ¢2n gain from one 10 nine months sensority as n Signalman

13
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or Telegraphist by means of his examinations,

From this point onwards & man may gain accelerdted advancement, not in accordance with the
results of his examinations but according to how he seer the knowledge be has acquired, ie., the
manner in which he performs his duties,

This is done by means of the Commanding Officer’s recommendatiens for advancement which are
rendered on Form S507 to the Commodores of Dopots twice u year fon 315t May and 30th November),
If & man shows exceptional abidity and is recommended for accelerated ndvancement his name is
shown on the foem in red Ink und In consequence these recommendutions have become Known as
“Red Ink Recommends.*

For advancement to the Leading and Pesty Officer mies each “red ink recommend’* has the effect
of advancing 8 man’s name on the advancemant rosier by two months, or in other words it ante.
dates his basic date by two months and places him two months further up the roster than he would
otherwise have been,

For advancement (o the C.P.O. rate the first “red ink recommend™ advances & man's name on the
roster by two manths, the second by theee months and cach subsequent one by four months,

Before leaving the subkce, mention should be made of one other mesns, by which indirectly 8 man
may gain acoelerated advancement. As explained in opr kast article, "' The Depot Rosters," o man
may not noemally be recommended for a quulifying course for the next higher rate until bo s served
three months in his present rate. A rating of exceptional ability may, however, be recommended at an
curlier date, and as the date of this recommendation is his basic date for advancement purposes. it
follows that he gains & form of accelerated advancement

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Q.  As { was rated Trained Operator before the wew examination for Telegraphist was bntrodiucvdd,
aver [ entitledd tor eall mixself @ Telegraphist 1.0, andd 10 wear the badye of a Traived Operator?

A. The New Pay Code reguires a man to bodd a definite degree of fechmical as well ns professeonal
ability in order to obtin advancement 1O eich SUCCESSIVE TRTE.

In the Seaman Branch, where the professionsl and techmical qualifications are widely separated,
the examination for advancement is divided into two separate parts. Part |, the Seamanship (Le,,
professiomal) examination, and Part 1, the Gunnery or T.A/S, ete. {i.e., technical) examinntion—
but in the Commumcations Branch the proféssional and technacal qualtfications are so closely albied
05 10 be inseparable and the Part [ and Part 11 examinations are mergedd into one

The need 10 show separately the professional and technscal qualifcations of Communication ratings
has thus been removed and the terms “Trajned Operator,”™ “W/T 3™ “V/S.3," etc,, should not be
used,

In the case, however, of Chief and Petty Officers who bold the Instructor rate they are o be re-
ferred 1o as C.Y.S., S.1.; Petty Officer Telegraphist, W.1,; etc

The question of distinguishing badges to meet the requirements of the new pay code IS still under
consideration and an Admiralty Fleet Order on the maotter is expected. In the meantime, since you
previously held the ruting of Trained Operator no objkction & seen 10 your continuing 0 wear the
badge uniil new ordery sre recetved.

J.S. W,

“ CHOKKER "
BY “TOCKFR"

I've spent & million hours
Just waiting for my mails
And I've stood a million watches
And spectal sea detabls.
I've shined a million miles of brass,
I've diobied dirty duds,
I've slung a million bammocks,
And I've peeled 1 million spuds.
I've cruised a million miles
And I've made 2 million ports,
I've speat the night in prison
And I've drunk o mallion quarns.
I've wrubbed a million bufkheads
And T've chipped Len miles of paint,
And a mearer place this side of hell
I'll swear 10 you there ain't,
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HOMAGE TO MARRYAT

From u few observations
that have been let fall o
can be gathered that the
signul flags to b¢ used in the
Royul Navy will in future
be limited 1o those of (he
IMernational Code with the
addition of a few extrs,
SO that instead of being
burdened  with cighty-six
different designs the buni-
INg-105%er in days to come
will have to cope with only
some forty or ANy,

11 18 curtous that, afier
an nterval of about 130
years, tho Servioe should
come round to adopting the
panstaking work of Cap-
tiin Frederick  Marryat,
Royal Navy, who in 1817
produced the first edition
of his remarkable Code of
Signals for the Merchant
Service. This code wus In
constamt use, though grad
ually Jessening in scope,
right upto 1879, manyyears
after it had been offcially
supplanted by the first
Commercial Code of 1857
The fact was that many
seafarers preferred o, and
longclung 10 1t even though
it had been superseded

It is as well 1o notice that
when Marryat invented his
cade he made a greut point
of not trespassing on any
ffag designs  that  were
already in existence in the
Royal Navy. Hemadeuseof
just ten numeral flags with
the additfon of @ few extras yuch as the Telegraph fAag,
Rendezvous flag, some Distinguishing pendants and a
Numeral pendant. The Telegruph fag needs little
mtréduction; it was prefaced 1o numernl hoists 10
indicate the general vocabulary, i the style of the
vocabulary hoists of the old naval signal books
"Rendezvous' meant simply that the numeral groeps
used wreth it were taken from the geographical section
The Distinguishing pendants, unlike Iheir counterparts
in the naval signal books, were designed to distinguish
the names of merchant ships odicated by numeral
groups and used singly superior to them. The Numeral
pendant was emploved in the same way as the naval
one

Captain Frederick Marryat, Royal Navy
(8y permanion &f The Nethoval Partralt Galler)y)

The Numeral flags weee as follows: 1, white pierced
with blue; 2, blue white blue borizontal; 3, white and
red vertscal; 4, blue triangle with white cross; 5, a red
burges; 6, tlangular, blue over red with a yellow
tongue; 7, red with yellow cross; §; blue pierced with
yellow; 9, blue and yellow guarterly: 0, yellow burgee
with blue fly. The Telegraph flag was red, white, blue
vertical and the Rendezvous sixteen chequers of blue
and white, The pendants were, white with red ball,
blue with white ball, red with white ball, and yellow
and blue halved vertically

By 1857 there weze & number of nival codes, Brilish,
French amd American, and things began 1o become 50
camplicated that it was necessary 1o carry several
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different books, The Board of Trade thereloce pro-
duced its own Commercial Code, which, after a few
years turned into the International Code. It is impor-
tant to notice that the B.O,T, Commitice had to admit
that Marryar's flags were the best and they accordingly
adopted them for their new production, with minor
modifications.

There were 10 be no triangolar flags, and instead
of being numbered the pieces were given alphabetical
designations. Vowels were originally omstied and the
range did not go deyond W. Muarryat's flags then
became, in the new order, S, J, H, M, B (omitted).
R PLEK, TN C, D, F and G, No. £ hag been
slightly altered by making it rectangular with a saltire
instead of trinngular with & cross; No. { was made
rectangudar instead of o burgee and No. 8 was made
into the Blue Peter by changing its yellow centre into
while. The new Commercial Code contained nineleen
designs, so there were Jefl only four of them 1o be
freshly imvented, Q, V, Wand the Code pendant,

The onginal srrnngement of the Insernationnl Code
wis 10 place the burgee first, thea the four pendants
and lastly the rectangulas flags. In 1900 it was decided
10 bning the Code up to the full alphabet, A being »
burgee, E a pendant and I, O, U, X, Y and Z rectan-
gulars. At this revision F was altered from red with a
white ball to red with o white cross, and L was made
yellow and black quarterly instead of biue and yellow,
This was for oplical ressons. (1t spodlt, however, the
mnemonic for remembering C, D and F, namely,
Clear, Dark and Fiery?) In 1931 the revision removed
the pendunts wholesale into the numeral table und
replaced them with five new rectangulars, some of
the of poor design. The other five numerals (6 1o .0)
came out of the British naval range.

Today, therefore, the following Internutional Code
flags are from the designs invented by Marryat: B, H,
LN,RS, T, 1, 2and 5: and, slightly modified, K, M
und P. Thes is thirteen out of forty, not a bad record
after 130 years and through several revisions.

It seems strange (hat naval signals have developed
i this way and that the wark of a somewhat obscure
codist should persist afier the older and better-known
flags used since 1790 by Howe, St Vincent, Nelson
and Collingwood, and by our predecessors and by
oarselves in two world wars. All the more honour and
credit to Marryat, who, quite apart from having writ-
ten amusing standard nautical novels, was a most
distinguished, energetic, conscientions and heroke
naval officer; He specialised, 100, In jumping over-
poard and rescuing non-awimmers who had inadver-
tently failen in the drink,

E. Wape-KnLicx,

CORRESPONDENCE

HMAS AUSTRALIA,
at Jervis Bay,

To the Editor of THE COMMUNICATOR
Six,

Al Trincomalee early in 1942 we received a signal
“Nizam (R}« from Csan-C. Med," originated in
May, 1941, the delivery of which thus matched the
signal-distributing tenacity of our wily buntings with
the man-getting cupabilities of sthe Canadian N W M. P,
<. While 04.C. Madang W'T, | wrote to Navy
Office, Melbourne, describing conditions 1 New
Guinea. DN.C. forwarded my ktier to the 4.5.E
Bulletin and an artist of this worthy pubfication drew
u picture illustrative of my letter; and both were pub-
lished In the September (1 think), 1945, copy ol the
AS.E. Bull . .., In Auckland, April, I948, | first
sighted Trr CosmunicaTor (second, third and fourth
copies) and 1here, on page 25 of No. 2, was & replica
of my drowing from Madang- but descriptive of
Trinco, the plaginey cads! However, 10 complete the
sequence of events, and as 2 parallel to Nizam's ssgnal
of gestational age, ! now fully expect to sce my
Madang letter republished sometime, somewhere.

Duning 1his recent cruise 10 N.Z,, H. J. P. Boxall
(C.C.O.) and self were royadly enfertained at Walouru
WIT (see THeE Communscaton, No, 4, page 26) by Rell
Brewer, Stun Keeley, Harry Hillind apd—but the
appropriste song would bave been “IYye ken John
Peel.” for never were our spirits higher {on Canadian
“Scateh') nor was our aim on whacking great ferocl-
ous buck rabbits more unsteady -moreover, we
learned something about A/T, too.

It made my heart nostalgic to read in these mags of
yours (Joaned 10 me by Mr, Riggs of N.Z, Navy Office)
the names of T. W. Pick, Bunker, Bacon and at least
2 dozen others (from Commander Stopford to my
class-mates and other RN, Sig. and Tel, types) with
whom | associate “the best years of my life.™ Fure
shermore, is “lo (Tel, W.RINS)" as "Thome-
Smithish™ in practice 2 her compesiton “To Mer-
cury” {Twr Communacaton, No. 4, poge 23) would
Indicute? If 50, can & practice be arranged !

Finally, =s President of the Hurstbille District
Amateur Radio club (VK2MZ) and as 8 Ham in my
own right (VK2FT), | will be looking out for a fulure
contact with GIBZU

Looking forward 1o receiving my own copies of
THE COMMUNICATOR.
Yours fuithfully,
F.C. T, CEOIR), RAN.

[Quite trus—we “pinched™ the drawing in guestion
from the A.S E.B.—with all the necessary permission,
of course, em?l F. C. T's, 10 whom we peroffer
IW'OW-‘—EDu
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GOING THE ROUNDS IN *MERCURY ™

WARDROOM NOTES

Recent rains have come In thme 10 avert the thres-
sened drought, and have improved the surface of the
tennis court, which s wearing out under the pounding
of many feee, 11 is suggessed thas a permanent susfaco
may be cheaper in the long run, since shortuge of
hands makes maintenance difficult, Inside the house
as well as out the surroundings bave improved. The
sterling work of DS.0O. and Number One has trans-
formed the Ante-room and Libeary. The dome Is
“fixed™ und it is no longer dangerous (O execute reels
{Scattish) in the entrance hall after guest nights, This
dancing business i made casier by the presence of a
Long Course of Wren Officers, which meiins that there
are now four long courses 10 contend with, The re-
murk about the “female of the species™ could hardly be
true in this case, considering the competition.

Judgng by the emphasis on Meamrmaid in the con-
versation, u stranger could be forgiven for thinking
e had strayed nto an inland yacht club, A few
fishing enthusiasty are flogging « stretch of the Meon
with vigour, but pothing moch has been done 1o
augment the food supply, although, perhaps, that isn't
the idea !

Sister Spencer has followed the example of her two
prédecessors, and has taken the matrimonial way out,
Much happiness to “Sally" and ber hushand, Mr.
J. H. Ford, CC.O, RN,

The usunl Derby trip has been the usual success,
and Tumour has it that the Assistant Secretary 18 con-
wemplating the purchase of a Rolls-Royce from her
winmings.

The guest nights during June were devoted 1o the
entertainment of Fort Southwick and Collingwood
officers, and there was also 5 well-attended cocktail
party, Arrangements for the summer dance were weli
in hand at the time of writing.

We modestly adout that the inteblectual content of
the Ante-room has been doubleu on several resent
oocastons by the arrival of small paries of Royal
Naval scientists, The stay 18 breef and the conversation
is mainly shop, byt we value our Boffin Days, and get
additsonal pleasure from sartoreal effects which should
obviousty not be allowed to blush unsesn in bagk
rooms,

We have had many notable departures recently and
it s surprising that our social life has not been com-
pletely shattered.

Apart from Captain Firth, First Officer “Jeannie™*
Davies, Lieut, John Rushbrooke, Lieut (S) Allwead,
instr, Lieutl. Heath, snd Third Officer Audrey Mc-
Donald are among those leaving us who have con-
tributed mueh 10 our welfare and good-fetlowship.

H.MLS. “Mercury, "' Lesdene House

ENTERTAINMENTS

There has been little out of the ordinary in the enter-
talnment sphere since we last went to press, The wsual
weekly dunces have been well atiended, despite the
fact that we have had to rely upon “canned™ music,
On 30th Jupe the Signu! School Mess held a grand
dance nt the Town Hall, Petersfield.

Muany attempts have been made 10 produce a play,
the lust ane being “To Kill a Cat,” which reached the
dress-rehenrsal stage. Owing to drull requirements and
other obstacies, it was reluctantly called off, to the
disappointment of those who had put in o great deal
of hard work. 1t has been decaded, however, that no
more shows will be attempted during the summer
months. the fine, warm weather lending nselfl better
10 other activities. A s1art may be made in September,
so would potentinl participants please bear that in
mind?

The temporary cessution of our own drama enabled
several of our resideat amateurs 10 lend their services
10 the Petersfield Dramatic Society, and they featured
prominently in the lawest production, “They Came to
o City." A good "write up™ was given in the local
Press 10 Ken Herbert Gustar and Chris Wattle, who
turned in good performances.

So we must conserve our efforts until the autuma,
when we aguin intend to enter for the Command
Amateur Drama League Consest,
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CHIEFS' CHATTER

At long last we huve finoly convinced tive Editor
that no respectable saval journal 18 complete without
2 few words dealing with the multifanious activities
of the Leydene Chiefs’ Mess! So we have put pen 1o
paper in an efforl to keep our ex~ and future mess.
mates well informed of the latest affairs of the Mess,
s0 that on their resurn they will know wiss and wionr
10 expect.

At the 1ime of going to press, the President of the
Mess is C.P.O. Tel. Bamter, who handles the Mess
mectings with rare tact, despite the handicup of being
mistaken for the gaved on occasions. Our representa-
tive for the local laundry-—sarry, secretary—is still
C.Y.S. Oxley, although we are sorry to say that be i
about to exchange the chegue book for a check suit
in the very near future, In anticipation of his impend-
mg perambutations in “Civvy Street™ he has volun-
wered for the Security Patrol —no doubt to pot really
gcquainted with the geography of the place in view of
his short spell heve ! However, we wish him all the luck
in the world in the future and thanks for past favours,

In addition to the Sec. several of the better-known
characters of the Mess have “aken to the road,™
including the great hunk of man, Mark Kery, who, we
understand, had great dificulty o getting & demob.
bowler 1o fit! (Presidential Papers, please copy.)
C.P.O, Tel. Galloway, too, i out of sight {invalided),
but far from out of mind, He will be well remembered
for his capable spell in the Div, Office, where his seat
(and several others?) has now been taken by CY .S,
Pattison. C.Y.S. Setford's depariure coincided with
the intreduction of the new betting tax, Others never
10 retern (they bope!) are CR.E. R. A. Smith and
C.R.E. Matthews (twelve years) and C.P.0.Ted, Sam-
ways {invalided),

In spite of the removal of 50 many stalwarts, quite
2 few stanchions remain, among whom Mschael
Hodges, the Head Gardener and Bugler, 15 worthy of
spocial mention, his beer garden 8 coming mto ine
creased use with the advent of the warm weather,
Talking ubout beer reminds us to remind you that the
standard of that popalar beverage still ranks high in
the esteem of taverneess in Leydene. Qur present bir-
malds are C.Y.S Darteell and CY.S. Mattingley
(the only bald-headed barmaid m captivity!). Both
these two carry out to the letter the bar mosto of
“Negat Capribbon.™

The monthly social and dance is, s always, a very
popular feature of the Leydens sociul round. Other
soclal petivities include the visit Of the Mess 10 the
Reading Liberg] Club, where a great time was had by

uil. The beer-drinking team excelled themselves, all of

them removing the liquid simultanecusly on the order
“There it is, there jt isn"." No wives were present.
The visic reciprocated u trp to the Mess earlier in the
year by that organisation, under the auspices of Mr
Ward, or, as be was known to his intimates, “Shar-
key,” whilst bolding 1he office of Licensed Victunller's
Assistant

In the realm of sport our members are still very pro-
minent; soccer, ¢ricket, water polo and rifie shooting
all have & strong representation from the Mess, Our
“Games Mistress,” C.Y.S, Driver, has undertaken the
task of training our athletes for the Annual Sports
Day in July, He is placing particular emphasis on the
tug-of-war, as we hope 10 emulate the feat of last year,
whea, confounding oll the critics, we defeated the
Wardroom Officers in the firal, despite the muscular
efforts of the First Liewtenant (and the vocal efforts
of the Commander!),

As for ihe Mess iiself, well, It presents the usual pic-
ture, particularly after lunch, when the same arme
chairs are occupied by the same detectives, covered by
the same newspapers (and alibis). 1t 8 impossible 1o
waken these sommabulists until exactly “out pipes,”
unless one tiptoes quietly up to them and shouts
“Draft chit' in their ears, This, in saome cases, how-
ever, is most dangerous, heart fallure being diagnosed
when the iast Chief Yeoman [ailed the dector for
foreign service, One of two “strangers"” have infil-
trated 10 the balliard table. despite dirty Jocks from the
“owners,"” and the Secretary still fails to account for
two-and-threepence-throe-farthings at the end of the
day! We have managed, at lasi, 1o have one of the
stoves in the lounge repluced by a “firepiace, brick,
one in nos.” This {s certainly an improvement enabling
duty week-enders 1o occupy the same position in front
of the fire as is man's natwral habit at bome.

The geperal convessation has changed of late
Chief Yeomen qualifying for W.C.O. talk glibly of
superbets, amd C.P.O. Tels. of “rotating the axs™;
whiist ex-V.S. Two's speak airily of “landing on* and
“teking off " and the C.R.Es. discuss early potatoes,
Minnie, the Mess mascot, ever loyal and true, is still

The Other Half !
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responding 1o the Government's appes! for greater
production, and her latest stream-lined madels are off
the production line. Here again it s a question of *' For
export only™!

The biggest itern on 1he Mess minutes for some time
has been the introduction of the Mess levy. A speceal
session was held to deal with this matter and most
members were in thedr seats well before the meeting
commenced. Afler a hot debate, it was decided to pay
5. each pey duy, So don't forget to return from
ubroad with & deceat Sank book !

RIFLE SHOOTING

This year Mercury showed far more interest in the
Port Rifle Mecting 1han previously. However, the
fuct that guite & foew of the interested ratings were on
course Tather cramped our siyle. AS 0 eam we were
only moderately successiul, but guite held our own in
view of the short time we had for practie, As indivi-
dual competitors we did guate well and everyone in
the side was on the prize list. Our most hearty con-
gratulations are due 10 Leading Wren J. Stafford, who,
after only one week of practice with a 303 rifle, won
the "1 Class Apgregute Cup, She ufso gained o first
and 4 second place und 1wo smaller prizes. [ am sureull
Communicators will join me in saying “'Well dope,
Jane,” and wishing ber further success in the Hamp-
shire meeting and a1 Bisley,

Yeo, W. Edwards shot his way into the “Port 24"
and MA A Sharpe was unlucky to miss it by ooe
pomnt, As team caplain | would like to congratulate
the whole side on their splendid etforts 10 put Mercury
on the shopting map.

As regards the future, the Commander has given
appeoval for o 22 Club to be siarted, which we hope
10 get down 10 in the near future

It must be realised that 19 start & new venture such
a8 this requares quite a lot of time and expense,
If it & o be’a success, it must not be done in a hurry,
I we can pet shooting-minded, who Knows, next year
we may carry off some of the excellent prizes. The only
Lhings necessacy are practxe, interest and the will to
win.

MaRKSMAN,

" Mercury ' Skarpshooters st Tipner,

SPORT

CRICKET

The season has opened well. We bave a full fixtuse
bist, giving us pasmes at Jeast once and usually twice a
week. Although no Bradmans or Lindwalls grace the
team, we can pot out & wseful side. In the first round
of the Commund Knock-out Competition we de-
feated the Reserve Fleet by 108 runs, Mr. Murzay,
W.C.O.,, our caplain, knocked up 102 not oul and
L./Tel, Taylor took 4 wickets for 3 runs,

The pitch ar Soberton has been returfod and has
turned out vecy well. The concrele practice pitches
on the foothall field are a great asset to the Scheol.
They are very popular with all and have been put to
good use by novices and experts. They are, however,
proving fairly expensive 10 run, since the “death rate™
in cricket balls has been phenomenal,

SWIMMING

Signal School water-polo team Is playing in the
“B" Section of the Command Letgue and so far has
done very well, Two games have been lost and two
drawn, and we consider this to be a pretty good eflort,
since our facilities for practsce are very strictly limited.

HOCKEY

The Leyéene bockey fraternity responded well to the
continuance of hockey throughoul this spring, made
possible through the Kindness of Second Officer Sooir,
W.R NS, and our cricketing gents, who lend us part
of Saberton Towers cricket ground, (Marginal note—
Hockey Sec, averheard strongly denying possession of
shares In Soberton tavern!)

Present activity indicases that we're likely to con-
tinue playing through the sumemer, sweating profusely
but gladly the while.

Mercwy Wrens delighted us by winning the Com-
mand W.R NS, Hockey Cup last «eason, and we are
confident they'll spare no effors to retain this cup In
1949, especially &5 Ship's Company Wrens are now
procusing with hesrtening enthusiasm,

ATHLETICS

A mediey relay team has been organised and has
produced one offort in the Dryadd sports. Serious diffi-
cultzes were encountered and overcome and, although
Mercwey cume fourth, there was nol & lot between
first and last man in the final lap. We hope to tum out
im other invitation relays, where we shinll put up some
suff opposition,

LLT

SOLLTION OF CROSSWORD  (see page 56)

ACROSS -1, Make und Mend: 7, In the Know; &,
Corgi; 10, Lord; |1, Half; 12, Panel. 14, Ordain; 15,
Clugless; |7, Welshers: 19, Member: 22, Groan; 23,
Tool: 24, Solo: 26, Their; 27, Halitosss; 28, Side-
stepped.
DOWN.- |, Matured: 2, Keel; 3, Annizl; 4, Down-
fall; 5, Encypheted: 6, Derange; 7, Isle of Wight;
9. Mustsous; 13, Six Hundred: 14, Crutches; 18,
Lioness; 20, Browsed; 21, Collie; 25, Stop.
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SEA CADET NOTES

Once more we weleome in HMS. Mercwy the
summer courses for Sea Cadets who come from all
parts of Britain for one week’s communications
tralning.

Since the end of the war, greal sirides have been
tken in improving cadet iraining, both in amenities
in the 400 units themseives and [n the summer courses.

The objects of the Sea Cadet Council in setting up
the courses are (0 provide practical experience in the
atmosphere of the Roval Navy of its customs and
traditions, to encourage cadets o stand on their own
feet away from Unit influence, and to give oppertunity
ta the would-be speculist to see how everything works.

Much use is made of sirips and films circulated
round the units 10 2id Instruction. With an age range
of 14 to I8 years the keen Cudet may progress to
Cadet Pesty Officer in three years, Some of the wealth-
ier units have eluborte signal rooms and even aspire
10 transmisting from their own amateur Stations,
Much help bas been given by voung Signal officers
fresh from war service.

A comprehensive scheme of sports events allows
progress 1o area and national champioaships in Swime.
ming, foothall and boxing. In addition, officers must
pul in hard work organising bands, guards, week-end
campy and canteens, so that the nocmal twe parades
weekly become almost a full-time job,

The peesent Officec-in-charge of Cadets ut Leydene,
Licutenunt J. H. Wood, RN V.R,, is Commanding
Oflicer of a Yarkshire unit and has had long experience
of Cadel training.

The Sea Cadet Corps demands much from its mem-
bers. The lad who is laey, spoilt or unwilling does not
survive long, Its numbers are increasing and a good
type of mew entry is attracted, In the words of Drake's
prayer, “"Grant them 1o know that it is not the begin.
ning bat the continuing thereof until it be thoroughly
finished which yieldeth the true glory,™

FILER'S LAMENT
[Shakespeare didn’s wreite this but ke was gond 1o0.]

1'm an O.D. bunting filer up of signnls

A signal Alerupper you might say,

| fite up every signal (or nearly every signal)
That the Yeoman cares (0 send across my way.

Now, there comes @ time when signals go amissing,
Maostly “cos they've got no D.T.G.,
But bgcauw: of my profession, | sturt a searching

Le55i0M,
Otherwise, I get 2 note which says “SEE ME "

So I've had this typed end pinned up as a notice,

As & warning there for one and all 10 see,

[ know it's quite & caper (after 2l they re only paper),
Rut when mucking up the files, please think of me.

T A.D

THE CIVILIANS IN OUR
MIDST

Several people have rebuked me, kindly und othes-
wise, for the absence of & civiban article in our last
sssue. My apologies 1o all thase who feel an apology s
nocessary and a promise that we hope it won't happen
again.

The civilian canicen is now able to seil cigarestes
und tobacco. Although the present allecation is a
small one, it i$ & move in the right direction and there
is every possibility of an expansion,

Before s [ssue is in print the Establishment
Sports will have been held. As civilian entries are
allowsd in mest of the events this year, let us hope we
will bave produced some winpers.

In common with other shore establishments, Ley-
dene bas had 1o gut down numbers of industrial em-
ployees. We have sufiered losses among sweepers,
messengers and M. T, drivers.

The impending reduction of the M.S.0, Staff means
that two of the clericals will be leaving us. A certain
umount of switching round in jobs will become neces-

Ly,

To all those who have left us, or will soon be Jeaving,

we oller best wishes and hope that they will all find

themselves congenial employment in other spheres.
EP.D

LINES FOUND IN A BLITZED

LUNATIC ASYLUM

Look at this Marigold |

Note the petals;

Their arms about each other
In mutua) trust, They form—
Though they don’t Xnow it
And couldn't care less—

The Corolla.

With egual nonchalence

The Sepals, giving no thought 1o pacts
Or treaties of alliance,
Combine t0 make the

Calyx.

Observe the Stigma

Rearing its proud head on
The Style,

And guarding at its feet

The Ovules.

Here are the Anthers,

Dusted with yellow life

And there the treasure vaull—
The Nectary—

Tempting the ever-thirsty boe.
Is it not wonderful, my friend,
This delicate structure of
Pistils, Stamens, Filaments?
Won't you bay a packet of sceds?
Thank you, sir.

That will be fourpence,

Including purchase tax. T. Her,
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“MEONMAID ™ AND THE CHERBOURG RACE

Meonmarid salled from Dolphin Creek 1o 1ake part
in this year's Cherbourg Race, organised by the
Island Sailing Club, at 1400 on Friday, [4th May.
“Light ams™ dexcribed the state of the wind and we
were fortunate 10 pick up & tow from the leunch tow-
ing Yernon's Sea Otter to Cowes—this gave time for
us to got “'up ta the post'" mformation about the
course and starters, cte., and 1o have & qukk e,
Aboul fAfteen minutes before the start a good S.W,
bresze sprang up and the twenty or so yachts aking
part made 3 good spectacle and aoe which, thanks to
the wind, was accompanied by the proper feeling of
excitement doe 10 the start of & ruce,

We got away to a good start and were second over
the line; sailing from then until we were through the
Needles channel! could not have been moce pleasant
a fair breeze, and the Sokent looking its best. 1t was a
beat wll the wuy, Bul, with the westeely tide, we were
through the Needles channel by about 2030. The larger
yvachts, with their bhigger sail urea, had gradually
drawn awaty from us and we were then lying about
seventh, O the Nesdies the wind dropped com-
pletely away and when night fell we hurdly scemed 10
be moving,

Towards midnight the wind backed 10 the eastward
and gradunily increased during the neght, blowing force
4 10 5 by morning {enough, at any rate, 1o roll me off
my bunk). At dawn some brlliant star sighls were
taken by the Comminder sitting on the counter
(height of eye almost nil, deck watch ercor doabtful).
These were adeguately worked out by Lieut. Seely in
a cabin suffering somewhat from a sca on the quarter.
1I'm not quite sure what they told us, but us 3 middle.
watchman I gave up my Guard and Steerage on hear-
ing extremely lowd {reslly unpecessanty soj references
to the land, We had not seen much of the other yachis
during the night—an occasionul light and the sil-
bouette of i sail, and. during the first, one of the big
ones sailing across our siern with spinnaker set and
ontlined - against the moon—>odul a3 we approached
Cherbourg a number gradually came in sight, con-
verging 00 theentrance. Our ravigation had (naturally)
been good and we appeared to be in the middle, fe., a
number of yachts were bearing down from the east-
ward and others were besting up from the westward.
We crossed the finishing line at 0§25 and secured up
harbour some twenty minutes liter. We were some-
what disconcerted to find Sew Otter, the onky other
ex-German yacht, In harbour and secured.

Inguiries during the day and numérous calculations
lavolving time-correction factors Jed us to think we
were third or fourth, und & elegram was sent off to
the School announcing our arrival and our anticipated
placing. In fact, it turned out that we were seventh,
From the racing point of view, the chief lessons of the
race were, firstly, the need for a Genoa jib il we are to
make the boat travel fuster: and, secondly, though a
rather minor one, we must gt our time-correction

fuctor adjusted to allow for the smaller szil nrea we
are carrying compared with other yachts of the same
size—not that it woukl have affectod this race very
much,

We had a very good stay in Cherbourg. including a
shopping expedition for pexce offécings and hush-
money from the married members of the crew and an
excellent dinner with the other competing crews in a
restaurant ashore, At the dinner we picked up some
valuapie hints on navigation; the gem was from a
gentleman o whom we'd modestly spoken of our
moming sights, his reply deing: “Oh, you're lucky if
you get them— we dadn’t see any,” (It must have been
one of the laveliest and most starry dawns in the
Channel this summer.}

The return voyage was 4 little encegetic, We left at
about 1400 on Sunday, the 16th, with the wind N.E.
aboat foree 4-5, 1 thimk we started with the storm jib
und about thres reefs in the mainsall, but we shook
out reefs and took in reefy and changed those ruddy
jibs 30 often as the wind Auctuated on our way acrass,
that I can't really remefmber ! 1t suffices to say:

(1) Tt was very wet,

12) 1t blew,

{3) It was a dead beat from Cherbourg 10 Yare
mauth (1.O.W.) for about twelfve hours.

{4) We wore unable Lo prepare a decent nwzl owing
10 the motion which made the operation of Primus
stoves a hazardous undertaking.

I fear | may have given the impression that the
return voyage was unpleasant: [ don't wish to convey
that, but merely that it was o little unkind for a Whit-
Sunday.

The Needles Light was sighted at about 2130 and
then gave a very good impersonation of an oasis which
grows no coser however much you sirive towards it
Eventunily we got there, though at the helm 1 found it
a little AUt at tmes to decide what had been the
majority vote of the self-appointed Soviet of Navigat-
ing Officers as 10 when we should tack, One of the
“Soviet™ was in a strong position with the charts, =
second knew the waters like the back of hix harm! from
experience in M. T, Bs. and the third had, on occasion,
hoen aground on the Shingles Bank and provided (he
cautious element,

We anchored off Yarmouth at 0200 in surprisingly
calm apd peaceful witers and after a late supper
turned in for what was Jeft of the night. After a leis
surcly morning squaring off and drying ous, we re-
tuened 10 Dolphin Creek (aguin 4 beat all the way),
and were finally sccured at about 223 on Whit-
Monday night,

Communications normally come us @i sppenitix o
any report of procesdings—ours cannot be called an
ungualified success. Fust (obviously) radio. The
receiver didn't last the trip: it wouldn't work 1o start
with, but connecting the L.T. batteries in series in-
stead of in parallel worked wonders for a fime, (We
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didn 't confess 10 this ruse, of course, bul spoke loudly
of “making a screwdriver adjustment in the LF
stage.”) Eventually, and somewhat naturally, the (il
menss gave out and we were withour weather forecasts
for the rest of the trip -~ perhaps as well, or we might
still be in Cherbourg, On the V/S side, V.1 big
moment came when we approached Gilkicker and
wished 1o signal our E.T.A. to the School for trans.
port and to get the Castoms lined up. V.| made a fine
sight calling Gilkicker with an Aldis for one houar

oliskins. spray in his face, weather-beaten counsenance,
and =0 on. Commenis were somewhat (requent and
rightly acid, Eventually communication was estab-
lished, when we were almaost within hailing distance,
at 2000 and at the change of the watch, With the Com-
mander and V.| in the yacht, we only needed the
Drealting Commander there as weil to make the scene
complete—she telephone lings to §.C.0,, Portsmouth,
the next morning were, of course, red hot, Not good

To end on a happier note, the cooking and fesding
arrungements throughout the week-end were most
efficiently and unobtrusively dealt with by Licut.
Rushbrooke.

W. 1 P

THE COMMUNICATOR

AN “OVERALL"
REQUIREMENT

The scene was the $.D.0. of o well-known flagship,
wearng the fiag of a better-known Admiral. As is
usual, at about 1100, the office was working at high
pressure ond the place was in a state of uproar. Two
Iypewriters were working at maximum single finger
speed, and, in order to speed up the distribution of
signals, cach typist had a youthful member of the V(S
depariment dictating mattess 1o him, Ope typlst was
deajing with the Admiral's traffic and the other with
the normul ship's signols,

AL the same Instant that the signal “RPC Dinner,
2000, was being typed, the other typewriter was
dealing with a general signal concerning a dackyard
party. On the end of the Admiral’s sagral was: * Dress,
mess undress'; on the end of the dockyard party mis.
sive was: "Dress, overalls,” As a direct result of the
twa dictutors trying 10 ouido cach other in volume
(vocal), the Admiral's signal was handed to him as
“RPC Dinner XN0, dress overalis.™

My friend in the S.D.O. geis his “hook™ back next
month!

KNOCKER WHITE

S/

PHOTOGRAPHER.
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ROUND THE HOME ESTABLISHMENTS

R.N.S.S., FORT SOUTHWICK

Since going 1o press last term our new Command-
ing Officer, Commander H. Pasley-Tyler, has taken
aver, We are sure that all “Fort Southwicks"—past
and present—join s n wishing him & successful and
happy appointment.

Fort Southwick i rapidly bscoming u shadow of 1ts
former self, since no N8, classes huve soined 1his yeas.
On going 1o press we shall be reduced (o 140 trainees,
Though our genernl aciivities are gradually on the
wane, we still manage to give a fairly good sccount of
ourselves at most things,

The Southkdown bus service running between Fore-
ham and Cosham via the Fort has proved u great heip
10 our socinl activities and has enabled the gymna-
sium to come into its own again as the local dance hall,
A weekly “hop™ is now heid and is proving 1o be very
popular with all,

Apart from fierce internal struggies, we have had o
few sporting successes in a wider field. Fort South-
wick’s football team headed Division 11 of the US.
League, but were defeated in the finzl of the Junior
Challenge Cup by the Haslar Sickberth Stafl. ‘The
Stewards of the Jockey Club are lnvestgating a
ntysterlows spectator seen in a white overal) and carry-
ing # box of hypodermic necdies.

Qur rughy players akso had a successful run, In the
US. Seven-a-Side Tournament we climbed 1o the
semi-final against RONCB., where, alas! our suecess
came to an eml.

Our cross-country team were second 1o Colling wond
in the Command Cross-Country Race.

But all our hopes and efforts are ut present concet-
trated on our tug-of-war team led by Chicf P.O, Tels.
Nowves and Storey and ceached by P.O, P. T 1. Hill,
who, afler winning the Port Champonships,
are to represent Portsmouth in the Intee-Command
Tug-of-War. We have to pull Lossiemouth in the
semi-final on 9th June and if suocessfil go to Olymgpea.
{We think this is the first time 8 Communication team
has represented the Commund—can anyone put us
right, please?)

The chief hope of our success In the crcket season
s generally admitted to be our home pitch. Two
steam-rollers and the Sports Ofhoer have tried 1o
smooth away some of the larger lumps with, to say the
Seast, curious results, Even Bradman would be o tnfle
shaken by some of the balls that hum past the wicket
and marrowly miss the body. A right-angled tuen is
nothing to some of our bowless, who are guickly
mastering every unusual contour of our classic pitch,

Last February the Fort Southwick Players pro-
doced the trial scene from Bernard Shaw's “'St. Joan™
for the Royal Naval Festival, Although a very success-
ful performance was well rogeived at the R.NB,
Victory Theatre, neither Fort Southwick's nor any

other Portsmouth Commund team seached 1he finals
in London, The success of our production was mainly
due to the untiring elforts of the producer. Padre Epps.
Commander Waymouth's portrayal of the ¢val and
bigoted English chaplain de Stegumber wite generally
ncclaimed as an outstanding performance. As we hod
no Wrens at Fart Scuthwick, Third Officer Heatber
Herbert was kindly lent by Drvwad to take the pare
of 81 Joun.

The new ASRE. buldings immediately 1o the
castward of us on the hill are progressing ropidly, and
the fieat occupants from Witley are expected this
September, Casual visitors often take Ihese large
structures 10 be the new Signal School, but that ks vet
10 be started on our other side. Some faithless mem-
bers of the branch doubt f they will ever Hve 10 see
this Communacation Taj Mahal

On closing, we woukd ke 1o say good-bye to Lisu-
tenant W. Deacon, who is retiring on the $th July
after thirty-four years' seevice, Good luck and our
best wishes for a Yong and happy retirement !

R.N.S.S., DEVONPORT

We welcome on behall of West Country Communi-
cators the appointment of Captain J. H, F. Crombie,
D.S.C., RN, us CSS.. and look forward ro his visic
1o R.N.S.S., Devonport, which is expected to take place
before this wsue appears in pelnl, Muy we also mke
this opportunity of expressing our good wishes to
Captzain C. L, Firth, DS O, MV.O, RN, and our
appreciation of his past efforts on our behalf which so
largely contributed to the refention of Devoaport
Signal School when Glen Holt closed down in 19477

The decision thut Vamguard would be manned by,
and saitled from, Devonport, when Their Majesties
leave for the Antipodes on 27th January, was u happy
ane for Guezoniany, many of whom will envy those
lucky enough to form part of the crew taking the King
and Queen on thele toer “Down Under ™

On 11th March, Captain Firth, RN, paid us bis Iaxt
visit as C.8.S., deing accompanied by Corumander
tarl Cairns, RN, (Training Commander), and on
completion of his mspection appeared well pleased
with the progress made 10 accommodale and instruet
personnel, His visit wss an opportune mament for an
informal meeting of ofd frends in the Wardroom,
amongst whom we were pleased to see Signal Lieut.-
Cmdr. S. G, Smith, M.BE.. RN, (reld), better
known as “Samuel George™ and who ut 65 still Jooks
a young 50

Qualifying and refresher glasses continue to make
good progress. We are, however, concerned ut the
number of junmor ratings (V/S) who present themselves
for examination whilst still below standard in prac-
tical efficicncy. (Senior V/S Ratings of ships, plesse
nole!) The current Leading Sigs. and future classes
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are being instrcted on méw books, as also are the
Yeomen (reftesher), and by the keen Interess o0
far shown by the latter, they obviously find the con-
tents to their taste, So far this year some fifiy senior
VIS raungs have been given a four weeks course,
including new books, under the able tuition of Chief
Yeomen Coles and Suinsbury (the latter recently
drafted to Newcastle), These classes commence on the
first Monday in cach maath, So, *'come in, u)l ye rusty
ones, and we will refresh ye.™”

Our difficulties in providing mast drill are being
overcome by the use of the mast at Bullpoint Signal
Station, which was clased down and turned over 1o
RNSS. on Ist June Itis hoped before fong to have
suitiable masts 01 Vicarage Road, since the necessity
for these has now begn officially recognised as justify-
ing the coss of transport and erection, the stumbling
block Kitherto; so that “Peler Corpen™ may soon be
seen hung by his own tackline from our yardarm!

Touch-typing classes contirue (o attract senlor and
Junior ratings alike. Three T.T. classes are runnimg in
the School at any one time, two being of six weeks
duration and the third for “all comers,” Admittedly
the number of pupils fluctvates, and the musical
rhythm of the keyboard is occastonally marred by the
Jarring sirains of the " Buller's Anthem™ (“Give me
five bodies more"), but, by judicious pruning of the
Rufier’s “key jobs,™ a fairly constant Aow of ratings
into and out of class is maintained,

“We Keep it Clean!™
the Buffer's party motto

With the reintroduction of Navy Days this vear,
RNSS was asked 10 help, and at Whitsuntide was
represented by a voice recording unit and a “Navy
Days souvenir message sending unit,” The former was
operated by Mr. H. Pattison, C.C.O, RN, and P.O.
Tel. Pennty, and praved extremely popuksr. Many and
varicd were the expressions on tho faces of the people
hearing their own voices issuing forth from the wire
recorder, The most delightful episode was a youngster

of approximately I yeiars who sang “'Chickory Chick™
to the huge defight of the uudience

The message sendling was ably carried out oy a
wam of Communicators led by C.P.O Tel, Elis,
C.Y.S. Puddicombe and C.Y.S. Doadge. The visitors
to-the Dockyard were entreated and cajoled to send o
message of greeting 1o their frends and relatives in all
parts of Britain and he world, The messages were
sent by volce or WiT (0 u central control poins, typed
on to the special Navy Duys posicurds and entrusied
10 the G PO, for 1the remaindet of their fourney.

A total of 1349 messages was sent, Whit-Monday
providing the heaviest day’s traffic wath over 750 cards
1yped and posted—ihix, in spite of interruptions from
numerous pretty gicls and the distractions of the “*New
Look.”™ All kinds of questions were answered, ranging
from ubstrisse theoretica! queries from radio fans 10
the one from a dizzy blonde who wanied to know iff
she had 1o have o midget se1 10 receive short waves!

About 36,000 people passed the site on the four days
and by the time Whitsuntide drew 10 3 close we felt
somewhat like the anode under elecironic bombard-
meni

The thanks of the Navy Days Secreiary 10 all who
had contributed 10 the success of the show were nmuch
appreciated. Special mention must be made of &l the
junior ratings who worked hurd and long. We hope
that August Navy Duy will prove as much of a success,

In the fickd of sport, readers who know *Bunts,”
our mascot, will be interested 1o learn that he s sall
on & good wicket, his Iatest being “two through the
slips™ with which, a5 prowd father, he presented us on
our return from Easter Leave, The First Licutenant,
howeyer, whilst not objecting 10 " Bunts.” apparently
decided against opening u dogs™ home. Space will not
permit an account of our cocket und durts uctivities,
except 10 say that competition i Keen,

Qur good wishes go 10 departing Cheel' Yeomen
who have, or are, aving us to become Aprcraft Hand.
Jers. Those 30 far selected 10 turn over to A H. are
Cheel” Yeomen Buckingham, France, H. W. Jones,
Senall, Stewart and Woodmun,

And 10all Bevonpor: Communicators, ' Vive Vale ™

R.N.S.S.,, COOKHAM

After toying with such metaphors as “the chrysalids
of Nissen huts transformed into summer butterflies, '
an atrocious pun about the masts in their “New
Books,"™ und enough guotations 10 turn all the major
poets in their gruves, we decided 1o say quile simply
that Cookham's fowers and 1rees are once again o
pleasunt sight and setting, The snowdrifts and the ke
are forgotten—well, almost forgotten—in paths and
gardens which amply repay the care pul into their
preparation,

The Iraining progrumme continues to be (ull and
classes at Cookham now Include mine of §.5. Tels.,
three of S.S. Sigs,, one of Ldg. Sigs., qualifying. nnd
onc of Ldg. Tels, qualifying, besides refresher courses
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First Impressions at RINS.S, Cookham

for ratings in the depot pool and touch-typing courses
for ratings lrom other branches. The Just two N.S,
Sigs, classes have just completed course and all Sigs.
classes are now on the new books, The wooden D/F
mist 1s being replaced by o larger steel one, which
should improve still further the results oblained n
exercises with aircraft from R.IN.AS.. Ford

The Whitsun Navy Days entailed 2 break in training
routine during which 1350 trainees were loarsed to H.M,
ships in Chatham, where they were gquickly initiated
into the art of wielding a paint brush, We are pleased
1o record that they were highly praised lor both their
work and their conduct, The Signal School's section of
the Navy Days display in RN, Barracks was a great
success. In addition to our old Mmend “Send 2 message
by Naval Wircless'™ and exhibitions of both V/S and
W/IT equipment, we introduced 2 pew item which we
called "See and Hear your own Voice™ A G.P.O.
recocder unit was 0sed 10 record 1he voice, while the
wave form produced was shown on the screen of 3
cathode-ray oscilloscope, the record being played back
afterwards, This proved a great attraction and, al-
though the majority of the adults were macrophone-
shy, the children needed liitle persuasion 1o say their
"party picces.” The officer handling the microphane
used 4 Dimbleby technigue to stars people alking
and now knows so many nursery rhymes so well that
he is said to mutter thern in his skep

Our hockey and Assocution football teams had
very good seasons, and Rugby foorball fixtures, if not
50 successful, were equally enjoyable, The Nore Cam-
mand Cross-Country Champlonship was run lrom
Cookham and the Commander-in-Chief waiched a
win by (he team from R N.C.. Groenwich, aferwards
presenting the prizes. The cricke! teah is still Anding
115 feer. but shows definite promise, Athletic training
for our own and Nore Command Spores 15 ako under
wiy,

C.S.S. honoured us with o visit on 15t Jupe and, in
spite of threatening clouds, the weather remained kind
during his inspection. Afier lunch he took the salute
at 2 march past before walching a practeal signalling

A Fine Body of Wren Trainees at Cookchum

display on the playing field. We were pleased 1o be
able 10 show him Cookham at this time of year and
we are also fopking forward to a visit from the Com
modore, RN, Barracks, during the summer,
“Cooxram Fay."

NAVAL AIR SIGNAL SCHOOL

The events of the past quarter are shadowed by twa
tragedies. The first was the great fire on 25th Feb-
ruary, which gutted the Officers’ Mess, the second was
the death, in o ghder accident, of Leut-Cmdr,
Winstanley shortly afier he had relinquished the
command of our Squadron, No. 783, 10 take up the
post of Lieutenant-Commander (F) at Abbotsinceh.

Lieut -Cmdr. Winstanley's departure was cuused by
the merging of No. 783 Squadron and No, 771 Squad-
ron (Fleet Reguirements Unit) into & Miscellaneous
Air Group with Lieut.-Censdr, Buteman in command
This involves o considerable change in the responsibie
lities for maintenance of our aircraft.

The fire destroyed what was probably the finest
small mess in the country, Firefighting was greatly
handicapped by the inck of water in the water mains,
the long distande from the Sea and the very low tide

As a result, two classrooms have been converted
into the Wardroom Ante-Room and Mess, the Refer-
ence Labrary inlo a pantry and we are very short of
Officers” accommodation, 11 is unlikely that the Mess
will be rebuilt and propasals for alterations and addi-
tions, designed to provide the necessary accommadis
ton and classrooms, are awaiting approval

The fire had its lighter momenis. One feature that
stands out in our memory was the officer who was
spprehended by a plainclothes policeman for carry-
ing off the Mess silver, He was released on establishing
his identity and esplaining that be was 1aking the
sibver 10 a place of safety under his wile's bed! The
other wis the sight of the chel, on his knees, blasphem-
ously and meffectually trying 10 ¢oax & fire into life
for making ten whilst the great fire meged a few feet
away!
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The cricket season is in full swing &s we write apd
Leydene have taken a full revenge for their defeat lust
year. The Arst match was at Soberion and Leydene
won handsomely by 101 runs. However, we are
strongly of the opinion that local knowledge of theiz
pitch had something to do with it ! The second match
wis o draw, with Leydens scoring 122 for § wickess
and the Naval Alr Signal School 100 for 7 wickets.
So far, there is no sign of the Daedaluy Inter-Part
Competition which we won last year,

We have now mosed into our new cianteen—one of
the first 1o be furnished and decornted by the
N.AAF). The decoration can certainly be described
as striking, the bar representing the outside of an
Olde Worlde Inn. The old camieen is mpidly becoming
a much-needed classroom,

The Captain of the Siganl Schopl, Captan ). H F.
Crombie, D.S.0., R.N. paid us 8 welcome visit and
walked round the Establishment,

The ltong-awaited Admirahy Fleet Orders on the
future of the Commissioned und Warrint Air Officers
and Telegruphist Air Gunners have besn received
(A F.Os. of 1841 and 1902} The later Admirsity
Fleet Order is of particular inlerest, as it gives some
detuils of the new Alrcrewman Branch,

There huve been three chinges i the otficer staff,
Lient, {[,) Whesler being relicved by Licut, (L) Moore,
Mr. Bodsworth, W A.O, (O), by Mr, Rowsell. W.A O.
(O), und Mr, Wooimer, W.A.O, (AG), by Mr, Sug-
gitt, Cd, A.O(O). Licut, Wheeler has gone to H.M.S.
Warrior, Mr. Badsworth 10 HM S, Condor and Mr,
Woolmer to Abbatsinch, Mr, Woolmer will be sorely
missed in the sporting world.

H.M.S, “BRUCE"

The Communication Section of this Estublishment,
being 2iso the youngest adopied daughter of Merciwy,
shyly makes her bow 1o that augost pareni and 0 her
elder sisters in the other Home Establishments. This
week (the 9th of June to be precise) marks the end of
our first year of commuaication 1raining, but being
still in the prodationary stage we lay no cluim (o note-
worthy achizvement, We can, however, look forward
10 the next year with contidence in the knowledge that
the keel bas been well and truly &id, and our embeyo
“Communicarers” in the senior classes will shortly
embark upon therr fture careers without undoe
trepidation,

In case some of our comempotaries have so far
failed 1o “DVF" us, it may be as well 1o mention here
that H M. S, Beoee fell heir 1o that part of the *East
Neuk o' Fife" previously known as H.M.S. Jackdou.
So far we have deemed it wise 10 keep out of print in
ordee to avesd possible embsarrasserent 1o the hard.
worked Divisional Officer, Mercury, through handfing
2 flood of requests from udventurous Signa! School
worthiles with an urge for 1he wide open spaces. In
spite of our diffidence, however, fishing has been very
200d. s0 perhaps It would not be politic (o ask our
friend 1he D.O. what buit he is using!

In Jater reporis we hope 10 give news of some of the
personalities here. Time and space do not permit of

this at present, beyond the extending of our congratu.
lations to C.P.O. Tel. E. Colling, Devonport Devision,
who has been nominated for the next wireless instrucs
tors’ course. Whilst wishing him every success, we shall
feel his departure keenly, for the energy and enthusi-
asm with which he bas tackled the touch-typing
instruction, coupled with his cheerful efficiency, have
bezn a tonic to us all.

The enthusiasm, oo, of many of our young
“spiders” is matched only by the determination of their
Instructons that they shall live up to the Brave’s motto:
"By attempt [ sttain ! Our classes have also proved
conclusively that successes in sporting und general
Establishment activities, such as boat-pulling, running,
boxing and even “bugling,” are not incompatible with
proficiency in signals, =i

H.M.S. “GANGES™

Apart from one or two cases of Aat feel, the King's
Birthday Review is now a thing of the past and we are
working down again for eight weeks ol comparative
peace.

K.B.R. was_ by all accounts, a great success and we
even got our photograph into The Times in our capa-
clty 95 o sort of understudy 1o the Trooping of the
Colour. Admiral of the Fleet Loed Cunningbam teok
the Salute,

Sayings and Delngs

Hoy Tel, Keogh (Hawke 239) is captain of the
crickel 1st XI,

Boy Tel. Gallagher {Bike Inst. Boy) has won the
St. George's Prize for the best boy passing out in the
Easter Term,

Sig. Boy, Jacques (Grenville 248) was the Victor
Ludarum of the Annual Sports,

. - - -

Very New Entry who has been stopped by the

Captain of Marmes: *"What ! Have I got to salute you
qll
m. - . L -

Asked in un examination: “What rank & your
Second Divisional Officer™

“A Reconditioned Gunner, sir,™

- - - -

Also i an examination: “What do you do with a
messige about whose accurucy of reception you are
in doubt?"”

*“You put it in a log and wait tll you get 3 reputa~
tion and then you deal with it*

“Intry 15 o means of signalling through water."
- - L -
liems 10 be twwmed over on taking over 4 W/T
wateh: * . . . and whether you are In good W/T
sompany."
- . A
Which was the Communications mess who thought
they could not do Shotley Routine because a Chief
Yeoman cannot take a class on the parade ground?
R.H
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SIGNAL SCHOOL, ROYAL
MARINES

Inanother part of thas aumber will be found a short
outline of the duties and training of R.M. Signals. We,
s the headquarters ol the Signal Aranch of the Corps,
mike our first contribution to Thr CoMmMunNICATOR In
this number,

The School was opened in the late autumn of last
yeir in RM, Barracks, Eastney, und s gradually
settling down In the new home and finding its feet,

Invaluable assistance has been obtained from all
departments of H M, Signal School, Leydene, in
helping us over our teething troubles and we take
this opportunity of expressing our very grareful
thanks 10 all those concerned.

A Signal Club has been formed at the School con-
sisting of amateur radio and pigeon sections, snd is
stimulating “out of hours™ interest in these nctivities
Rumoar has it that " Pigeon Counter Measures™ are
10 be started in North Camp ! Our amutenr radio call
sign s G3DIT and we shall be following Leydenc'y
with interest,

We hope to contrabute regularly to Tue Cossun-
caton in the future in the “Round the Home Establish-
ments™ section.

LETTER FROM

TuE Mews,
THE WRENNERY, LoyDane
To The Editar, Tur CoMMUNICATOR
Six,

Since the departure of the Sullape Horse it is clear
that there will be & lamentable biank in your esteemed
columng unless someone of the Lower Orders in
Signa! Schaol takes up the theme where G.G. lald nt
down

As she Official Ship's Cat 1 feel that it is my prero-
gative, and | hope you will not consider any clzims
put forward by the wretched Wardroom Pageon or
the Commander’s Ducks or the D.S.0."s Fishes ocany-
thing else with an inferlor number of Jegs.

Personally T always thought that the Sullage Horse
was a rather stuffy and pompous old boffin, far too
much taken up with his dignity and the welfare of the
Wrens and the appearance of his precious gash cart.
(1 coudd tell many & tale of juicy bits [ have stolen
from that in my time !} He fatled, in my opinion, to air
properly the point of view of the Lower Orders in
your magazime and one result & that the Signal School
is Insufficiently aware of the importance of what few
ptivileges are accorded, for example, (0 an Offcinl
Ship's Cat.

As [ remarked to that flufly Little Tabby tadditsonal)
who hangs reund the Beef Screen when 1 am on daty,
1t's a nice kettle of fish when the Ship's Buicher throws
his bloody chopper at a Ship's Cat of my standing!
Fortunately 1 escaped with my nine lives almost inract,
though my pride suffcred conssderably at the loss of

MORSE FLAG
POST-MORTEM

My wireless is right out of action,

The flag-holsts 1 never can see,

And flashing drives me to distraction,

So bring back the wigwag to me.
Bring back, bring back, ede.

Last night as with hand-flags | strugglea

[ kept making W for Z,

You'll guess why the letters got juggied,

| dreams that the wigwag was Jdeuad !
Bring back. bring hack, elc.

The heliograph doesn't matter,
The sun seldom shines all that bright,
While “*woace™ drives me mad as a hatter
And telephones give me a fright,

Bring back, bring back, etc.

Oh, send your waves over the aceun

By Five-Unit Code—S. 8.8,

OF such things | haven't a notion,

So bring back 1the wigwag to me.
Bring back, bring back, etc.

THE SHIP'S CAT

part of my 1ail, The Tabby job thought it rather be-
coming, but | resent being cabled “Rodney™ and “*Nel-
son’” by Ordinary Signaimen, 1 felt so strongly about
it that | brought it to the notice of the O.0.W. one
night when checking up during my rounds on a nice
fire i his hut, We came 0 our usual arrangement
aboutl Rubbits for the next day and then he playfully
trod on my tail as he always did, oaly to find it was
missing, | might say that Butcher didn't last long and
ts now only 0o glad 1o have the Ship's Cat to talk 10
up the Persian Gulf!

Al present | am rather taken up with this wriling
business and hope by this leticr, following on those
excellent storics | brought in for your fast issue, to
gain my qualifving claws in the literary sense. It might
in timg even take the place of my opera singing. Since
my volce broke | find that my rendering of “O Sole
Miow'” by moonlight 15 no Jonger appreciated by the
First Licutenant, who, last time, drew his sword on
me in his pyjamas. [ remember nearly conceding a life
thinking what o sorry figure he cut, until | recalled the
Butcher and his wretched chopper and crashufived
into the telephone exchange.

My feline respects to all Official Ship's Cats, parti-
cularly those trying to do their duty at sea. | hope
they will be in good voice for the annual O.S.C. Unioa
Congress and Muslcal Fesuyal, to be beld this veur,
1 understand, on the Breakwaler at Portland,

Good hunting and Happy nights,

Yours officially,
“SHakers™ (The Ship's Can
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ROUND THE ROYAL NAVIES

ROYAL INDIAN NAVY

To many we will be remembered as H M, LS, Tafwar
~the Royal Indian Naval Signal Schoal at Bombay,
where, during the conflagration of arms, we strove
successiully to build up a force of Sparkers and Bunt.
ings from a nucleus that existed &5 a young and small
Communication Branch ol the Royal Indian Navy.

Time marches on; Indix's lag takes ils place with
those of other Dominions, ond, because of if, new
plans and new ideas are in the offing. To us in the
Signal worid it means a new and permanent signal
training estabiishment to cope with the requirements
of our expanding Navy. The new Signal School is to be
sited ut Cochin, on the west coust of India, about
600 mides south of Bombay. Cochin i 10 be 0 com-
bined training command for most of the branches of
the Service. Bullding Is now i progross.

In the Intetim, training of ratings has 10 be con-
tinued, The first batches of our Signal and Wirehess
Lostructors have been put through thele paces at HoM.
Signal School, Leydene, and, in addition, various
other courses have besn going on in this establish-
meant since January this year. The present R.LN. and
R.P\N. Officers” Long Course will be finishing at the
end of Seplember,

Afier the partition and with the return of most of
the British officers, there 18 an acute shortage of (C)
officers in the Service, and of senior Communication
rates. We are, however, determined to get over thig

- e— =

difficulty, though it will require a lot of hard work.

The untimely death of Commadore M. H. St, L.
Notl, DS.O., O.RE., RIN, in the recent air crash
near Switzeriand came 0s a great shock 1o us, This was
a gread loss 10 the Service, particularly to the Com-
munication Branch, He was mainly responsible for
organising the Communikcation Branch of our Service.

Earl Mountbatten, lately our Governor-General,
Jeft India on 201h Jure and carried with him the good
wishes of the people of India, whom he has served so
well.

Vice-Admiral Parry, at present Director of Intellis
gence at the Admiralty, is taking over the post of
Chief of Naval Staff and Flag Officer Commanding
R, LN, pext month. He was in command of the cruiser
Aclulles in the Battie of the River Plate.

HM.S. Ackilles is being commussioned as H .M LS,
Delki during sarly July. Afier working up with the
Meduterrancon Flest, she is expected to be in India by
Seprember.

R.LN, ships now wear the usual masthead pendant,
White Ensign uft and the National Flag for'd. The
National Flag has saffron, white and green horizontal
siripes with Asoka's wheel In the centre,

Now that we have introduced ourselves imnld your
columns, and said “ Hullo.™ let us take the opportunity
of wishing THe Commusicarom good luck in s
enterprise,

Jai Himed, G. S,
RLN.
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ROYAL PAKISTAN NAVY

The Second World War gave o great impetus 1o the
development and modeensation of the [ndian Navy,
which had 5o far been looked upon only as o secons
dary line of defence. This small but efficient Navy,
besides relieving the Royal Navy of the enerous duties
of guarding the Indian coastline againyt any possiblie
Japanese invaslon threats, shared the honours of
takingpartin variouscampaignsandoperations abroad

The Communication Branch, which consisted mainly
of the younger generation recrwited in the later
years of the lust decade, not only kept up the high
reputation which had been bullt by 1= opposite
number in the parent body, the Royal Navy, but also
st up new standards of efficiency, The Whitehall-
Bombay and Colombo-Bombay Services during the
war were a model for others to follow, The RN,
Signal School at Bombay was well known In the
Communications world of the British Empire and the
Commonwealith Navies,

Soon after the wir came the nevitable division of the
country into the Indian Union and Pakistan, Along
with other Indian armed forces, it was decided 1o
partition the maturing Roya! Indian Navy as well
The first impact of partition brought a fesling of un-
certainty, but the Navy soon carmed out a disciplined
reshulfle,

The Pakistan Navy has been very fortunate in getting
a nucleus of well-trained and efficient men round
whom can be built a strong moedern Service worthy of
the country's name. Pakistan has already set up a
skeleton Signal School in Kuarachi for the training of
junior ratings in the Communication Brunch, Mean-
while, 10 keep pace with the Royal Navy, Pakistan
officers and senior ratings are being sent to England
for tramning, On completion of their training, these
officers and men will belp the Pakistan Navy in man-
ning the several new ships which Pakissun intends 10
ke over from Greal Britain in the near future,

1t 15 true that Pakistan has 1o baikd her new house
brck by brick from the very scratch, but she afready
possesses a firm and sirong foundation in the shape of
her men who bad once helped 10 form the backbone
of the Royal Indian Navy. Given enough bricks und
mortar, she will soon be living happy and sheltered
behind 1he four walls of her new bouse, ready to cons
tribute her share towards the peace and prosperity of
this woeld, which is the primary concern of us all.

M.H. (R .P.N)

STOP PRESS

The COMMUNICATOR 3505 the Press (o extend the
congratulations of our readers o the following
Officers on thewr promotion dated 30th June, 1948,

Commander C. D. Bonham-Carter to Captain
Li-Commander to Commander
C. J. N. Eliot, B. D. Gallie, DSC..
1, M. Balfour, M,BE,
Instr. LL-Commander to Insir-Commander
J. C. Dunstan, BSc., AMILEE,

A YEAR IN THE AUSTRALIAN
SQUADRON

Since June, 1947, the commitments of His Majesty's
Australian Squadron, which include small forces per-
manently statloned I Japan and New Guinea, have
precluded more than an occassonal concentration of a
representative unit of the Squadron, In addition 10
commilments outside Australian waters, the man-
power situation, caused by the demobilisation of the
“two-year-men,” and the birth of Australian Naval
Awviation have somewhat impeded the movements of
ihe Squadron,

Nevertheless, we have achieved some “'showing the
flag"" cruises by units of the Squadron: ports of call
nave iluded Brashane (for Show Week), Western.
port (Flinders Naval Depot, home of H.M A, Signal
School), Hobart, Tasmania (for the Annual Regatty),
and New Zealand, where Australia and Baioan visited
Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland in
March this wear. We heartily endorse the remarks on
page 27 of Tae Communscarox, Christmas, 1947,
concerning Walorou's Radio Telephone Service; most
uselul telephone conversations were held between the
Flag Lieutenant, Secretary and S5.0,0, In Austroliv
and Naval Members of the New Zealand Naval
Board and staff officers in Wellington whilke the ship
was on passage from Hobart to Dunedin.

As well as the occasional cruise, we have enjoyed
three most useful exercise periods, in which units of
the Roval Navy, Royal Australian Navy, Royal New
Zealand Navy, Roval Australian Air Force and
United States Navy have taken part.

The exercises most worthy of mention are those of
February this year, when United States Task Force
JEACY Valley Forge, wearing the flag of Rear Admiral
H. M. Martin amd destroyers Lawe [Comdesron 13],
Keppler, Lioyd Thomas and William M. Wood} and
t unit of HM. Australian Squadron {Awstralio wear-
ing the flag of F.0.C.AS., Baran [ D10}, Quickmarch,
Culgoa [Fox 1], Murchison and Shoalhaven) took part
in Exercise “Jumbuk™ {see “'Waltzing Matilda'")

“Jumbuk'" was a senes of exercises, beginning with
i sorte from Sydney Harbour by the combined forces
organised into one Task Force (38) by Rear Admiral
Martn (C.T.F.38), the Senlor Officer. Aller the sortie,
the force was reorganised and Australian destroyers
and frigates joined Comdesron 13, under whose orders
they formed part of the Screen Group (T.G.38.3)
Simple manoeuvres were exercised with destroyers and
frigates on a clreular screen, Thase were followed by
a night-encounter exercise and, next morning, by
air atack and defence of the combined squadron, in
which aircraft from Valley Forge and Easterm Area
R.AAF. 0ok part.

The outstanding feature of these exercises wos the
successful mtercommunication between USN, and
R.A N, Each Australinn ship was issued with & copy
of the G.S.B,, and voice and visual communications
were exervised in harbpur before the squadrons
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salled, VH/F was wsed for Fleet wave, CA.P, wave
and PLOT wave and H/F for Screen wave and Task
Force Common., V/S and wiseless procedure presented
no obstacles, and both sides obtained very good value
from the twenty-four hours co-operation as sea.

The Flag Officer Commanding H.M.A. Squadron
remarked on completion of “Jumbuk™:

“The exercises were valuable traming and it was
encoutaging 10 find that both the R.AN, and the
R.AAF. could operate successfully with the USN,
in peace time, This is in part due to the leavenmng of
officers in all theee Services who huve had war experi-
ence in infer-Allied opesations. | consider it most
desirable that every opportunity should be taken to
exercise logether o that the younger officers realise
the faczors inherent in naval operations with the U.S.
Navy."

The fuct that neither of the squadrons” communi
caton officers had had any previous experience of
British-American opecations speaks well for “the
common doctrine.”

N.LT.K,

NOT AS A GENERAL RULE

The tropical sun beat down upon the snug naval
radio statson tucked awiy in the corner of a fac-flung
outpost of the British Empire. “Trouble is, It wasn't
flung far enough !™ ejaculated the Chiel a3 he lowered
his torsa into the deck-chair on the veranda for the
“posttor™ nap. His foew minutes” “think of home,™
however, were soon shatlered by the shrill ringing of
the selephone. With a long sigh, be reached for the
instrumment whach, as usual, poured out the same old
story, ""Number one transmitter fallen over, Chief ™

With & muttered grunt of resignation at the forfei-
ture of his doze, the Chield plodded through the burn-
ing desert sand in the direction of the transmatting
station. Suddenly he balied , . . Yes, he would have
2 nap after all, for hadn't he at last got an assstant?
Only that very morning a radio mechane from Wales,
Dai Poll, had arrived from the United Kinggom. He
was ane of the first rad:o mechs, and the Chief s chest
swelled with pride as he realved that be was one of the
lucky Chiefs to whom the powers-that-be had sent
someone 10 help with the many lechnical problems
that anise,

He arrlved at the transmitting siation, where, sure
enough, the Welsh Wizard was waiting! The Chiel
dived into the “inpards™ of the ranssmtler and re-
moved a large resistor. ““Here, measure this will you?
, » . should be five thousand ohms."  Away dashed
the new arrival, He returned in & few minutes, panting,
and his face beaming at the success of his first mission

“Well?"* snapped the Chief.

“Exactly five and a quarter inches,” replied the new
broom !

TYPES WE DEPLORE—II

A clever young Sparker named Senee
Jeered at Chiefy's respect for H.T,

Till 2 series of jolts

From a mere thousand volts
Proved that Chiely knew far moee than he

Place: . Subik Bay,

Date Time: | | Middlewaich some tinme in July,
1945,

Circnit Harbour Voice,

O115—"Joystick, Jowstick, this 15 Battlebox,
How do you read me, over?™
“Hattkebox, this is Joystick,

1 read you Five by Five, out,”
D130—"Joystick, Joystick, this i Batlobox,
How do you read me, over?"

“Rattlebox, this s Joystick,
| read you Five by Five out.”

0145 Ditto.

0200— Ditto,

0215 -Ditto.

0230 —"Joystick, Joystick, this is Battlebor,
How do you read me, over?”
*Battlebox, this is Joystick,

1 read you Two by Two--Taoo hloody leud and
100 bloody often, out."
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ROUND THE FOREIGN STATIONS

MEDITERRANEAN

Here in Malta the summer bas already begun in May
and with it comes the promise of bathing, picnicking
and all those other benefits of clement weather.

“New" seems to be the keyword of the last few
months.

The Communication Organisation has blossomed
in the spring and two small children in the shape of a
Fixed Service to Fayid and a Shore Stattons Broad.
cast have been duly conceived, born and christened in
& very short time,

A new word has been heard in the fand with the in.
troduction of "“"Marsex" (or Communiation exer-
cises by, with and from F.O.D. in Marsamuscet(o
Harbour), Lascaris, however, continues to exercise
the ships In Grand Harbour and at sta and 10 pump
out the touch-typing and S.B. X, broadcast on “all the
saxes."

Strange new flags bave been Hluttering briavely from
ihe masts of all ships, although, for the present, they
sull keep in close company with their brothers of the
old books.

New looks can be seen on the faces of nearly all the
Communication personnel here, due rather to the
imminent arrival of the new books than to the dictates
of lashion.

Speaking of new looks, you should see our Wrens!

There are now cighteen Signal Wrens in Malta
and two Wren Officers. Ten (four Leading Wrens
and six Wrens) work in the Cryprogruphic Ofhce
and the remainder (two F.Ox, and six Leading Wrens)
in the Secret Cryptographic Office. These last cight
arrived fresh from their conversion course at the end
of March and proved their worth during a very busy
period. Between cruises they have the benefit of the
knowledge and experience of two W.C.Os, and four
C.Y Ss

The imposing budlding of Whisehall Mansions con-
tains the Wrennery and overlooks Msida Cresk.
There is the added fascination of minesweepers and
a destroyer in reserve lying in the curiously clear
waters, Before the Spring Cruise H.M S, Forth hon-
oured 1S with her presence, and at least one Ce,
officer found pleasure in gazing at such a spleadid
aerlal array from ber cabin,

Signal Wrens have been observed leading a gay
life and there have been two engagements within the
branch, At a recent Wrens dance, F.C.O, was
completely cut out by a strong force of Tels. and Sigs.,
one Signal Wren having three in attendance.

F.C.O.11 has been sailing & Communication whaler
and keen sailing Wrens are to be included. It is 1o be
hoped they won't emulate one of thelr officers who
fell into the lee scuppers outside Grand Harbour, her
only excuse being that her legs were too short,

The Wrens were given an opportumty 1o say {are-
weil to Admiral Willis on 13th May, when thirty were
invited on board HM.S. Surprise (the C-in-C. Des-

patch Vessel) and lined the poop deck. Three Signal
Wrens were included. The remainder with the staff
stood on the bastion above Lascars, As HMS.
Newcastle slipped with Admiral and Lady Willis
sanding up above the bridge, the cheering was taken
up from Lascares to S¢. Angelo and a particularky high-
pitched cheer came from Swprise, to which Lady
Willis responded with a specaal wave.

On clearing the harbour entrance, Newcastle
sieamed through 1wo lines of destroyers, frigates,
sloops and munesweepers, and, with the enormous
flug of n departing Commander-in-Chiel waving a
final farewell, duappeared into the sad mists of o
Scirrocco,

. L . .
Admiral Power becomes Commander«in+Chief

Admiral Sir Algemon U, Willis, GCB, KBE,
DS.0, was succeeded as Communder-in-Chief,
Mediterranean, by Admiral Sir Arthur 1. Power,
GBE, K.CHRH, CV.0, former Second Sea Lord, on
13th May.

Admiral Willis, who became Commander-in-Chief,
Mediterranean, in April, 1946, returned 10 the United
Kingdom by air, landing at Northolt. He will become
Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, in July, relieving
Admiral Lord Fraser of North Cape, G.C.B, K. B.E,,
who is 10 become First Sea Loed.

H.MLS. “Mawritios"™ Home

When the crulser H M.S. Mawirius (Caplain Lord
Ashbourne, D.S.0,, R.N.) arrived at Portsmouth to
pay off after two yean' service in the Medierranean,
she displayed a S-feot-high “Cock of the Fleet™ em-
blem on the superstructure to indicate her sporting
successes during the commission, Her crew won the
1946 Mediterranean Regatta and tied with the cruiser
H.M.S. Liverpoo! in the following year.

“Earyalus’’ brings High Commissioner from Palestine

When the British mandate over Palestine was
legally ended on L5th May, the High Commissioner
(Gereral Sir Alan Cunningham) left Haifd in the
crusier HM S, Ewyalus,

THE SIGNAL TRAINING
CENTRE, MALTA

Al last the Signal Training Centre, Malta, has come
to rest. In the past few years it has had three homes,
Verdala Barracks (H.M.S. Lwoclydon), the Royal
Naval Barracks, Camaraia, and finally HM.S.
Ricasoll,

H.M.S. Rivasofi, untll quite recently Fort Ricasoli,
is situated on the port side as one passes the Break-
water entering Grand Harbour,

It has a most interesting history and, in duys of yore,
Ricasoli Point was the site of the Malta “Gallows™
and many a swinging not conredted with lead,

In 1565, during the Turkish siege of Maha, the
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HALS. “Ricasoll""

{Arried view)

Knghts of St. Jobn in Fort St. Angelo erected a bat
tery on the site of the present establishment

Here, in 1629, the Knights of St. John completed 2
small fortress 10 prevent the cscape of slaves from
Grand Harbowr,

The preseat fort was bulltin 1670 and until 1944 way
occupied by the Army, being banded over (0 the Royal
Navy in the September of the latter year.

The seaward part of the fort is st used by the
Army, and it was the guns i this section which suc-
cessfully repulsed the lalian E-boat attack on the
Grand Harbour in the Second World War.

In addition to the Signal Training Centre, HMS
Rieasoli houses “Leadership Coorses,” a Cookery
School, the Fleer Photographic Centre, the Fleet
Target Centre and the personne! of the Rifle Range

The Signal Training Centro o now tn full swing
with the usual courses, L Tels, L./Sigs., Crypio-
graphers, Touch-Typists, Voice, D/F, etc

The Instriuctoss are drawn from the three Depots;
they have & nice Instructors’ Room with the tes boat
always at the ready, and in the stand-casy spend their
time criticising each ather’s depot

The amenities of H M.S. Ricasoli arc considerable
The outdoor spartsmen will find football, cricket and
bockey grounds Inside the establishment, whilst just
below and inside Grand Harbour 15 the Fleet Bathing
Lido, compiete with rafis, diving boards and wuter-

polo pitch,

For the non-native and those not attracted by the
naght Life of Malta there is a well-equipped canteen
with hillsards, table tennis, cmema and, of course, the
renowned Biue Lobel

1f you are interested in gymnastcs there 18 a gymni-
slum equipped with a boxing ring and hadminton

oot

Last, but not keast, there is a “ghost,”™ of which it &
hoped 10 provide further details when modemn scien-
tific research methods, as iflustrated below, bave had
Lime to investigate this “spurious spookology.”

GREEK AND CRETE CAMPAIGNS
ANNIVERSARY

The foliowing message receaved from His Excellency
The Governor General of New Zealund, Licutenant.
General Sir Bernard Freyberg, V.C. was issued by the
Admiralty on 20th May: “On the seventh anniversary
of the Greek and Crete campaign the 2 NZEF,
remember with gratitude their comrades in the Roysl
Nuvy, und they will never forget what they owe to their
efficiency and magnificent courage during those diffi-
cult days.™

The following reply has been sent 10 His Excellency:
“We shall not forget the fortitude and eadurance ol
the New Zealanders during the dark days of Greece
ardd Crete. 1t was a privilege for the Royal Navy to
give what help it could to such a gallant company.™

C.Y.S. Rigped for Nightly “Spook™"-hust using latest
Scientific Research Methods,
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AMERICA AND WEST INDIES
STATION

DRESSING SHIF OVERALL

The Communicators of the A, and W.1. Station
bave read with great interest (and with much comment)
the new methods of dressing ship with the “spring
clips™ that have been cxperimented with on board
H.M.S, Vamguard.

But perhaps one of the most unorthodox methods
ever to be emploved In dressing ship overali has
been tking place at Admiralty MHouse, Bermuda,
since Noveenber of last year, when Admiralty
House decided to conform (o the ships of the
Squadron, and HM.S, Malabar, and dress ship on
the days designated for same. The 70-feot mast ip the
rear grounds of the house were fitted with port and
starboard masthead halyards, and o pair running
down the centre of the mast on which 1o fly the fag of
the Comemandder-in-Cheef.

Ihe only major snag to overcome was where to
secure the bottom end of the lines, as circumstances
ut the tume did not permit the sinking of cement and
nngbolls. A reconnaissance of the grounds Jed to
the discovery of a cedar tree some foety feet 10 left of
the mast, to which the port halyard conld be secured,
and 1 heavy barrel of cement to the right of the mast,
10 which the starboard halyard could be secured. No
standard dressing lines were fitted to the mast, so
flags were bent together in the nearest order to that
laid down In the V.M.H, for dressing ship ns &
single-masted ship,

On 1th December the first atlempl was made,
“Lower Deck™ being cleared, including such person-
alities as the Cook, Admiral’s Joiner, the Chicf
Writer, barges’ and matarboats’ crews. On receipt
of “Hoist Away" from the F.C.0O., who was taking
the time from the Flagship, HM.S, Sheffield, this
mixture of hands ran away with the lines over tall
grass and rogks, dodging trees and jumping bushes,
until the top of the lines were close up, and then
secured the ends of the halyards to the cedar tree
and the barrel of cement respectively. This method of
dressing ship was repeated on numerous oocasions,
with great success, From & distance, the effoct waus
impressive as taller trees and bushes hid the base of
the lines and the method by which they were secured,

This evolution of dressing ship ut Admiralty House
s still carried out with all sincerity, just as if per-
formed on board, and with the usual competition of
belng “first up' before the Flagshup, With the limited
facilities provided by Nature, these evolutions have
been very successful und effective. | cannos say thot
I recommend this method 1o the many other RN,
shore stations who may care to dress ship, but if you
like the Idea, make sure that your trees are well and
trily planted!

F.H

EAST INDIES AND
SOUTH AFRICAN STATION

H.M.S. BIRMINGHAM,
Eust Indses and South African Station.
To the Editor of THE COMMUKICATOR

s"\
Here in the far-flung outposis, eic., almost in the
middle of & tropical thunderstorm, the stiil small voice
of Tun CommuNicator has reached us and we are
Roing O assume that it was not purely “How many
copees cun we sell you™ but a genuine desire to say
“Hullo™ that prompted this contact, Ours will not be
u long stary, for what little we have done has been
quite well reported in the newspapers.

We were just getting sectled at Trnco—"'resigned™
is the right word—when out of the blue came news
of a trip 10 South Afres, for no less important job
than Flagship for Commander-in-Chaef, S.A., and in
fact we sail in a couple of days, visiting Muuritios
on rowle.

Worthy of mention | think was the East Indies
Regatta, won by Birmingham, the best race belng the
Communication Whaler, which procession we led by
almost one-fifth of the course.

Captain Haines, CB.E, a well-Known communi-
cator, will leave us in MSpooky™ and will b greatly
missed by us all. The news of the appointment of Mr.
W. F. Clarke, W.C O, has been reccived with some.
what mixed feelings by the CP.O. Tel. and CY S,
since it involves & slight financial setback, but most
of us want to be in on “what's new,” 50 we shall be
pleased 10 see him.

That"s all about current affairs, but | should like to
siy that Tar Cosmsunicators we did receive were
beld in high estoem, Wishing vou 1018 of success in the
future, we'll say “Tot Siens™ for the present and pro-
mise 0ot 1o neghect you in the future.

Sincerely yours,
On behalf of the staff,
B.EH,CYS
. . - L
H.M.S, NEREIDE,
Simonstown,

Soath Africs,
To the Editor of Tur CoMMUNICATOR
SR,

The following beiel account of the recent activities
of H M, Ships Nereide and Actaevw on the South
Atlantic Station may be of interest 1o your readers.

Nerelde and Actavon (Senior Officer) left Simons-
town in company as 1200 on 3rd Febeuary, albeit
rather hurriedly. The voyage 10 Accra, which we
sighted a1 dawn on t4th February, was without inci-
deat. The two ships thea proceeded to *“‘show the
flag™ along the coust to Takoradi, where both ships
reluelled, Nereide belng ordered 10 Accra at 2000 the
same day. Rioting had taken place here, but 1 do not
propose 10 discuss the political side of the disturb-
ances.

One of our main problems was maintaining com-
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munications with the Nigerian Acmy and with Acsoeon.
This we managed quite successfully, though in the
former case rather ponderously, “SL" Broadcast pro-
vided us with external information. Frequent Sitreps
to the Admiralty also added to our problems, How-
ever, these did not prove Insuperable and on the
whole 1 think Nevesde dad rather well. Our graph of
traffic returns showed & very noticeable peak.

The anchorage at Accra is open and at all times
there s a heavy swell and the ship rolled heavily day
and night, We had a fortnight of this game with no
shore leave before exchanging stations with Acracon
at Takoradi, where a canteen had been opened on the
Jetty, This allowed us some refreshment and we coulkd
at least stretch our legs on the jetty. The Communi-
cation problem reared its head again bere and L Tel.
Hickic was kanded with g TCS 1o maintain lixison
with the Army,

No rioting hud taken place whilst the two ships
nad been on the Gold Coasl, so it was decided thar
Nereide should be sent buck 1o Simonstown for ber
much-needed refit on Tuesdoy, 3tk March., On
Easter Monday rioting recommenced in Accra,
though on a small scale, and it quickly petered out.
However, it was the cause of Neredle staying on.

On Sunday, 4th April, Nerelde was ordered to
Accra to relieve Actneoy, who was sailed 1o Lagos for
a shory visit, as the Governor wanted a ship on hand
for Monday, Sth April, when political prisoners (six)
were being released. These men had taken part in pre-
vious rioting. No disturbances occurred and the
Governor agreed that should everything remain quiet
and with the arrival of a committes of investigation
from the United Kingdom he would be able to dis-
pense with our services. 1t was thereupon decided that
Nereide should be sailed for Simanstown on Friday,
9th Apnl.

At 1230 on Friday Actacon arrived at Accra from
Lagos and procecded to take all our stores, our
Captain signalling ber that we felt like Old Mother
Hubbard, After this operation Nereide saitled for
Simonstown and refit, arrving late on Tuesday, 20th
April, after an uneventiul voyage.

Yours faithfully,
H.G.F. (Yeo, of Sugs.)

NEW COMMANDERIN-CHIEF

The Nag of Vice-Admiral C. H. L. Woodhouse,
C.8., was hoisted ot Trincomake on 12th May when
the East Indies Station came under pew command,
Admiral Woodhouse succesded Admiral Sir Arthur
Palliser, C.B., D.S.C., who struck hus flag a1 sunset
that day in HM.S. Noyfolk. Admiral Woodhouse has
since transferred his fag to the Novfolk and procesded
in the cruiser to Colombo.

HM.S, “NIGERIA™ RETURNS TO UK,
The cruiser H.M.S. Nigerio (Captain B, L. Moore,
C.B.E., RN returned ta Plymouth from the South
Atlantic Station on 24th May.

WHO’S WHO IN TRINCO D.S.S.

Who, or rather what, can it be? [ doubt if the experts
of Radio's Twenly Questions would have arrived at
an answer in twice the number of quecies. It was a
signalman, for the badge of crossed banners adorned
its vestments. 1t was human because it suddenly spoke
(and has not ceased). The voidoe arose from the depth
of a Service mattress, surmounted by a pair of anten-
o, giving the information that something new had
been added to D.SS., Trincomalee, It was our new
S.D.0ist, and his cat. This male feline rejosces in 2
most unprintable name, dencting virility, and was
led into its new ubode on a Jead by its master,

*Maybe it is Buck Rogers, bringing “em back alive,"
was the common hope, bal we were disappointed.
His name was Monk.

Since that day never a dull monmsent has beea known
at DS.S, 1t is whispered that he is a third cousin, 1wice
removed, of Heath Robinson, for surely nothing else
can be responsible for his many and varied ideas.

Quite good idexs, 100, on how to improve upon
Nature, of DSS. were equipped with Hardand &
Wolfi"s workshogps, and unlimited fabour, Nature here
I5 in the form of jungle and hills, but 10 him this is
a mers hagatelle.

“What mean the elements 10 a man with faith?” he
challenges. “Tomarrow we shall have a garden, and
the day after we shall clear away the jungle, giving *
view of the harbour to the Main Bhanda.” We now
have & garden, or dil have until he knocked it from
the window ledge.

A greater athlete never entered the Forum of Rome,
nor was admired as Monk admires Monk. Be it

TRINCO D.5.S
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cribbage or solo, Miliards or fable tennis, snooker or
darts, he is S,E.A.C.'s greatest—he has yet (0 win any
of these games, but that doss not curd his mania for
issuing challenges to all and sundry—one day he hopes
to win, now boasting that all his failures are due 1o
his great sportsmanship. That is Monk. Multiply him
by fourteen, in a much milder form, and you sball
have the complement of Main Bhanda DS.S., Trin-
comakee. Ceylon,
1MW

HOME FLEET NEWS

“REBIRTH OF THE ROYAL NAVY™
There was considersble naval activity in home
waters ducing May. H.M. ships paid ceremonial visits
to poris and resorts, “Navy Days" were held in H M,
Dockyards during the Whilsuntide week-end, and
Exercise “Dawn™ - the biggest naval and air manoeu-
vres since 1939—took place in the North Sea,

For the manceuvres, described by the First Lord of
the Admiralty (Viscount Hall) as “virtwally the re-
birth of the Royal Navy alter its post-war run-down,"
ninetezn H.M. ships and eight submarines put to sea
from Scottishy ports,

The naval authorities consider that they learned
many vatuable lessons and that the exerciie was very
successful.

SUMMER PROGRAMMES FOR SUBMARINES,
AIRCRAFT AND CRUISER

A summer cruise of the 2nd Subemarine Flotilla
began when the Depot ship, H.M.S, Maldvione (Cap-
tain H, C. Browne, C.HBE., D.S.O. RN, sccom-
panied by the desuoyer HM.S, Onsloughr (Licut,
Cowdr, J. D, Greene, DS.C., RN and four subs
marines, sauled from Portland for Scandinavian waters,

Towards the end of June, units of the 2nd, 3rd
and Sth Submarine Flotllas 100k part in the Flag
Officer Submannes” Summmer War Exercises in the
Nocth-Western Approuches, in the course of which
submarines carried out patrols under war conditions,
and made use of 1he latest developments in undersea
warfare.

During July, the 3rd Submarine Flotilla, with the
depot ship HM.S. Manelare {Captain J. E. Slaughter,
D.S.O., RN, will sail from Rothesay for its summer
cruise which will include visits to home and foreign
Walers.

FAMOUS BATTLESHIP ENDS HER
NAVAL CAREER
The colours of the famous old battleship H.M.S.
Queen Elizaberh were hauled down for the last time at
Portsmouth on 15th May. The ship, now out of com-
mission, & being prepared for the shipbreaker's yard,

A.P. 909779

There was once a P.O. in the Stores Depot at
Gibraltar who was greatly troubled by the presence
of ruts o the delriment of Admiralty properiy in his
charge. Having taken much thought about arranging
Tor the elimination of (hese rats, be had a signal made
to Admiralty as follows:

“Request permission to purchase locally, dJdebit
bemng made from petly cash account, & watchdog to
keep down the rats in the store depot under my
charge.”

The reply eventually arrived, which was to state;

“Permission 10 effect local purchase of one watch-
dog cannot be granled; however, 2 new Paltern
Article has been instituted —A, P, 909779 Dog, Warch,
compiete with collar amd chain, and two of these Pat.
tern Articles are being dispatched to you per HM.S,
Tragedy, due 10 arrive on June 15t next.”

Jupe 1st saw Tragedy docked and the P.O. (Stores)
taking receipt of the Dogs, Watch, complete with
collar and chain, But one Dog, Watch, had chewed Lhe
collar and chain belonging to the other Dog, Watch,
thereby rendesing It incomplete. A further signal to
Admiralty from the P.O. (Stores) was dspatched,
reading: ““Two in number Admiraity Pattern X9779,
Dog, Watch, complete with collar and chain, have
been received; request permission o purchase locally
one collar and chain, as one of the Pattern Articles
has been damaged in transit."

The reply to this signal took the form: “Permission
to effect local purchase of one colflar and chain cannot
be granted, as this would involve the modification of a
Pattern Article, which may not be done. A further
Dog, Watch, complete with collar and chain, is being
dispatched per HM.S. Addendom to replace the
article damuged in tranut,”™

HM.S. Addendwn duly arrived, and the Pattern
Article was dellvered, so the P.O, (Stores) now had
his two Dogs, Watch, compiete with coliar and chain,
on guard at the depot and the losses due to rat
infestation decreased to a negligible amount,

- - - -

The story mught end there, but, after a few short
weeks, the P.O. found that the replacement Dog,
Watch, etc., was not a Dog, Warch, at all. 1t was
veally & Biich, Watch, complete with collar and chain;
%0 now the happy situation is that the P.O. (Stores),
Gibraltar, supplies H M. Dockyard, Portsmouth, with
“Dogs, Osdirary,” for conversion into Pattern
Articles,

J.S. F,
ASRE

NOTICE

Please read carefully sl the advertissments in this
issue, They are as important 10 you &s the remainder
of the text matter, The ADVERTISERS certzinly
deserve well of every member of the Communications
Branch, Royal Navy,
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THE SAILOR PAINTS HIS
HOUSE

[ Extract front o lester recently received by the Editor)

Perhaps you are not interested in gardening, or in
painting the outside of a house—another of my fine-
weather-spell aclivities. [ 100k i1 0n without very care-
ful consideration of what was involved, and was
horror-struck when | realised that | was eapected 1o
paint the pisces of wood which nestle under Lhe eaves,
gables and what-not. My ladder, even fully and
hazardously extended, wouldn't make i, and my
imitinl efforts at remote-control spraying with the
garden syringe were calamitous, 1t became more and
maore uncomfortably evident that [ should Bave per-
sonally 10 be present at the intended scene of opera-
tons. So | manufsctured a further extension for the
foot of the ladder, reinforcing some of the less-robust
sectlons, knot-holes and so forth, with short lengihs
of anglesiron, The resultant stricture was fa¢ 100 un-
wieidly to be hoisted into position by one somewhat
infirm body, <o | fixed a pair of perambulator wiseels
to the masthead (the t"gallant masthead, as the sailor
would ssy) and wheeled it up the wall, Then tremu-
lousky 1 scaled this remarkable piece of mechanism
and clung periloasly to its summit, the petrified hub

‘rwe wew toox '

of 0 whirling system of terroc and vertigo, the mute
target for the taunts, insults, witticisms, comments
and (worst of all) the advice of the passers-by. But it is
one of the mast merciful dispensations of a beneficent
Providence that an intolerable situation can some-
tlimes becoene not only Lolerable but enjoyable, and by
the time the sixth brushiul of paint had been whipped
away by the wind 1 had so far recovered my sangfroid

or do [ mean savolrfaire or amour pvoprs?—that
the next oudibie passer-by rocked back on his heels,
crossed himsell and fled with his fingers in his ears,
I think he had led an unduly sheltered life.

And after that no cresture spoke, and pot an infant
cried,

The cyclist would not ring his bell nor whistle as
he'd rde.

And children coming home from school crept by the
other side

And not a wretched mongrel yapped nor thwarted
rooster crowed,

No silly sheep would dare to bleat and not i heifer
lowed,

And solitude nnd silence reigned along the Gosport
Road,

I think the mvective faculty is the mest diverting of
them all

R.S.

DINK,
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Soberton Towers, Hampshire — Living Quarters of the Wrens of H. M. Sigeal School
Drawn by Wren Sheila Rogers

W.R.N.S. NOTES

In Apcil of this year First Officer J. Davies Jeft
H.M.S, Mercwry to join H.M.S, Drake as Officee-in-
Charge, W.R.N.S, The "okl hands” at Leydene will
recall that First Officer Davies qualified as a Signal
Officer in o (Ce) Course in the early days of the war
and returned as Commander’s Assistant before taking
the reins as Officer-in-Charge, W.R.NS. In saying
good-bye we wish her happiness and success in her
new appointment,

First Officer B, J. Wood has taken her place as
Officer-in-Charge, W.R.N.S., at Signal School.

The main octivities of the Mercugy Wrens durmg
the past few months have been in sporting events.

The winter season ended in o greal victory for
Mercwry ngainst RN, Barracks in the final of the
Inter-Unit Hockey Tournament. After a replay in
gruclling conditions, and cheered on by many sup-
porters, Mercury proved the betler team and were

presented with the cup.

The summer sexson has begun well, the crickel
1eam having beaten HMS. Col/llugwood in the first
round of the Inter-Unit Crickel Tournament, and the
tennis team having beaten H.MS. Kestre/, to reach
the wecond round of the Inter-Unit Tennss Tourna-
ment. Our Wrens bave also done well in the Swim.
ming Trials, and six of them have been chosen to
train for the Portsmouth Command swimming team.

The Partsmouth Atheltic Trials have just been held,
Wren James, of Mercary, won the 100 Yards and 220
Yards, and our Relay team won the cup,

We were represented by one Wren in the Command
nfle shooting team and L/Wren Stafford excelled
terself by winning the Aggregate Cup in her class at
the Port Rifie Meeting and she i now training for
Biskey.

We also had three representatives in the Command
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LiWren Stafford receiving the Aggregate Cap from
Mrw MeLaughlin at the Poet Rif le Mecting, Portsmouth.

fencing team and one in the Inter-Seevices squash leum

From this account it will be realised that we are
very proud to have 0 many individuals and reams
who have done well in such a wide variety of sporting
activites and we now look forward 1o increasing our
array of silver cups

H.MLS, “Mercury™” Wrens Hockey XL
Inter-Unit Hockey Champlons

RECENT
ADMIRALTY ORDERS

S82/48—Automatic Telegraphy—Introduction. Tech-
nical description, ete,

724/48 —Advancement 0 A, B. rate in Communici-
tion Branch

T4T/48 —Amateur Wireless  Licences— Exemnptions
from exams,

§16/48 —Educational qualifications for Warrant rank
907/48—Tufnell boxes—Modifications for new flags
971 /48 —School training of Boys at sea
1129/48—The Radio Tree.

1282/48 | Advancement of Boys 10 the Ordinary

AGMBE9A , rate.

1751/4% | Touch-typing—sompulsory  for advance-

S834% | ment

AGM, 85JA - Reintroduction of swimming 165t us
qualification for advancemeont 1o Leading rate.

TOPICS OF SIGNAL
IMPORTANCE

TRANSFER OF H. M, SHIPS

Crudser and Destroyer for China

The light c¢ruiser HM.S, Awrwrg, which became
known 1o ltlian seamen during the war as the “Silver
Phantom™ because of et exploits in the Mediterran-
ean, was transferred at Portsmouth to the Chinese
Navy, With her was transferred the destroyer HM S,
Mendip,

The Aurova will be known In future as the C.S,
Chunghong, and the Memdip as the C.S. Lingsa,

HMS, “Vencrable" for Royal Netherlands Navy

The light fleet carrier HM S, Venerwhle has been
purchased by the Royal Netheclands Navy, and she
will be renamed the Kavel Dogvmen,

This “Colossus™ class carrier was compieted al
Messrs. Cammell Lairds, Birkenhead Yard, in 1545,
und in that year she formed part of 1he focce which
accepted the surrender of units of the Japanese Fleet
a1 Hong Kong.

RN AIRCRAFT FOR NEW YORK

A composiie squudron of representative naval air-
crall was embarked n the aircraft carrier HM.CS-
Magnificers (Commodore H. G. DeWolf, C.B.E,,
DS.0, DS.C, RCN,} on 25th May. The squadron
procecded in the carner 10 Canada, en rone for New
York, and when in the US.A, will ke part in the
International Air Exposition, 315t July to August 8th,

The squadron consists of two Sea Furies, two Sea
Homels and one Sea Vampire, whach s o “jec”
fighter. Under the command of Lieut-Cmdr, D 8
Luw, DSC, RN, will be five officers and thiry
ratings of the Royul Navy
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APPOINTMENTS

The following appointments bave been nnnounced:

Captain H. P. Currey, O.BE, RN, 1o the triple
post of Deputy Superintendent, Captain of the Dock-
yard, and King's Harbour Madter, Devonport, in
succession to Captain F, J, Buter, MBE, RN,

Captain D. P. Evans, BN, from the command of
H.MS. Devanshire, 1o be Commodore-in-Charges,
R.N, Barracks, Portsmouth, succeeding Captain A. D.
Nicholl, CBE, DSO., R.N.

Captain A. F. St. G. Orpen, O.BE, DSC, RN,
to succeed Captiin Sir R, W. Stirhing-Hamilton,
RN, as Chief Stafl’ Officer to Flag Offxcer Command-
ing Reserve Fleet and as Scnior Officer, Reserve
Fleet, Chatham, on 30th June.

MISSING SHORTS

The day's exercises were completed, and the ship
came slowly to anchor outside the harbour. 1 100k
over ihe First Dog Watch happy i the knowledge
that ail would be quict after a day of “panic stations”
for the Communication Department,

The tocal shore station had been eagerly awaiting
ourarnval, as there were sundry messisges outstanding,
we having been out of wouch on Port Wave for some
time. Among the many messages we received was
"Have private telegram for Licut, A. N, Othes.” The
officer wished the contents 1o be signalled, so the reply
was dispatched: “Open and signal contents.' It seems
that the officer In question was expeciing his wife
overland and thers had been some delsy in her armnival
"“Let me know as soon @s possible what the reply is,™
sald he.

In & few minutes the telegram was handed 10 me
by the operator: “Sorry | am late, have had CHILD
on train.” It streck me 28 being rather peculiar, but,
reflecting that Nature had played many soch tricks
before, | sent it posi-haste 1o the officer in question,

A fow seconds lster the ashenowhite face of the
recipien! peeped round the door of the office, and with
@ voice akin 10 a death rattle said: *“Are you guite cer-
1in about this telegram?” “Of course,” said |, for
wasn't my operator 2 man with two dadges and well
known for his impeccable operating?

Staggering into the office, Lieut, A, N. Other drop-
ped into my chadr, gazed at the far bulkhead wall
and croaked: “Bul T haven't seen my wife for a year !™
After dwelling a suitable pause, | endeavoured 10
console him. “‘Are you gmite certain about that mess-
ape?™ he Xept repeating. Reluctantly, | promised to
check with the operator and then get & repetition,
Reluctantly, | say, beciuuse wasn't my opemtor o
man with two badges and of unimpeachable integrity?

“No offence, old man,™ 1 saxd. ' bat would you get o
check of this telegram? He fixed me with the stare of
& man marned to his work, but after coaxing, and the
mention of “sippers,” be agreed, and strasght back
came the answer;

“Sorry I'm late, have had CHILL on train

Moral: always make sure you are no! murnng
shorts,

It's an Interesting phasegeaph . Quite
apart from the humorous angle. the Baby's
white biouse and the black hat represent
extremes in light values. Te make a “blind
approach' at the expaosure for such & picture
by guessing woald probably result in afailurs.
The best way to ensure correct exposures i
to use a2 Weston “Master' Exposure Meter.
It will give you the correct f/stop and
exposure time for all your photographs in
an instant and will save you time, trouble
and money. The Model 574715 “Master™
meter combines the high sensitivity and the
dependability for which Waston is world-
fsmouy. Please xk your dealer for detaih,

PS. N you wam ¢ Mind catesect limding Indicater, we
medkt (haie dag, 00 o very wiold ringe of the finest elect-
reel dmddrumends aroVabe far Dreciain  sierdiderrenis,

Model ST4715
Price £9.15.0

(nclogng surchswe tax)

Laather Cae
25/ wxera

WESHAY,,

UNIVERSAL EXPOSURE METER

SANGAMO WESTON LIMITED
Garal Canmbrdder Read Fulfied Mddiogy
Telaphane Fallgld Y24 A 1207
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A Survey of Naval Communications
4. THE DEVELOPMENT OF VISUAL SIGNALLING (continued)

Anson's “Additional Fighting Instructiom™ m-
cluded “Huwke's Quiberon Manoeuvre,” “Vernon's
Manoeuvre,"” “Hawke’s Finisterre Munosuvre's”, etc.
For the first time amangements were made for “Sail-
ing on a line of bearing.” These Instructions also luid
down that a "Fit and proper person was o keep an
eve upon the Admiral and watch for signais.” It was
still one flag in @ certain position, which, in e
majority of cases, had a local meaning according to
the desire of the C-in-C, of a fleel.

From the time the Admiralty issued its *Additional
Instructions,” orders multiplied rapidly. New flags
werd introduced und Jed to confusion. As long as
there were only u few messages they could casily be
memarised, but the new copy of [nstructions filled
pages, and was “complled in such 4 way as 10 baffic
the memory™ ! Imagine the turmaidl and heat of battle,
and then the hoisting of an unfamiliar flag, to be fol-
lowed by u feverish search through pages of dsorga-
nised material. No worder the C-in-C. had difficalty
in making his intentions known outsiie the narrow
confines of hi own fagship. 11 is necessary, with our
long training, to think carefully of the circumstances
before considering the above remarks 2 Witle
ndculous.

It was this that Anson had set oul to improve,
but his efforts did not produce the desired effect.
Whist war regquired was slowly germinating in tho
minds of Howe and Kempenfelt. These two officers
gave us the numera) Mags, and, later, Popham brought
in the alphabeticals,

Helween L1778 and 1780 Kempenfell joined forces
with Howe, who, at some time previous 1o this persod,
had compiled & book of wnstructions on the old
method of Vsingle fiags in particular poesitions.” Both
these officers reafised that the time had come for a
more compreheriive system of conveying informa-
ton; o code, in fuct, laid out with method. Howe was
in favour of buliding & code of numerals, the groups
of which would be conveyed by the "“Tubular Method.™
The invention of this svstem was cluimed by Admiral
Sir Charles Knowles, although no signal book is
recorded as having been originated by this officer.

For his purpose, Howe used a tuble of squares 16
by 16, numbering 1 1o 256, Down the left-hand side
of the table opposite squares | to 16 were placed six-
teen flags, the same number of flags being placed
along the Lop of the table over squares |, [7, 33, 49,
68, cte,, the obiect being to pinpoint any numbersd
square. Thus, with two flags, one from the top,
hoisted over one from the side of the table, any one of
the 256 numeral groups could be indicated, For sig-
malling plain numbers, 1o supplement the signification
of any group, he devised a table 10 by 10 using dif-

ferent flags, A pendant was used in addition to indicate
100 for the purpose of conveying numbers above 101,

All this Howe set nside for the use of the Admiral;
the section be gave for use of private ships still con-
tained the old methed employing single flags.

This work of Howe's 18 considered to be the first
real sigonl book used in the Fleet and for the first time
“Instructions™ were issued separately. 11 was given its
first trinl by Howe himself in October, 1782, when he
took the Grand Floet 10 effect the relief of Gibraltar.
Hoisting his flag in the Fictory, he assembled a force
of warships, transports and storeships 1o 2 total of
180 sall. This great assemblage he shepherded, with
the assistunce of his Signal Book, 1o the Rock, where
he found the enemy In possession. The events which
followed went further to prove the value and scope of
the new Signal Book, Cunningly persuading the enemy
to come out of the bay, Howe placed himself between
ihem and his convoy, which went in and unjoaded.
On completion of this operation he evacuuted the bay
ance more, shielding his convoy as they procesded
clear and ran for home; then, with his fieet, Howe
turned and seundly thrushed (he combined enemy
fleet off Cape Sparted,

Kempendfell never fived to see this operation, for, in
August of the same year, we record his tragic loss in
the Royal Georege while that ship was being preparcd
to accompany the expedition. Kempenfelt was Cap-
tain of the Fleet in the Vicrory before being promoted
Rear-Admural in 1780, He read everything he could
fay his hands on from both sides of the Channcl, that
had anything to do with communications. Thus it
happened that a *'Numerary System™ invented by n
beilllant French officer numed M, de Ia Bourdennais
came into his hands. Here, Kempenlelt vealised, was
a code better than anything the British Flest had ever
employed and he set 1o work to bulld one for its use,
First he designed twelve flags, representing the digits
110 0 and a first and second repeat. Thus, with only
one set of flags, all numbers up Lo 999 could be sig-
nnlled, Afier preparing this, giving the numeral
groups the necessary significations and providing a
“rode™ and “decode.” Kempenfelt was told it was
wo complicated! He refociantly turned it aside for
unother more in line with Howe's, using o table 10 by
10, supplemented by pendants to indicate 100, 200,
100, et¢. There was no division of signals “For use by
the Admiral™ and *Private Ships™; the whole book
was for use by all. This be produced in 1781 and it was
accepted, though Kempenfelt, in his letter to Lord
Barham, the First Lord, could not help remarking on
the fact that it was not what he considered the best.
We may be sure, however, that Kempenfelt, before



42 THE COMMUNICATOR

THE NEW “VOICE” OF THE ROYAL NAVY
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IN furure, the Roval Navy will maintain its worki-wide
communications by means of a standard range of
transmisters designed by the engineers of MULLARD
working In colfaboration with A.S.R.E,

These trandmitters, known as the GNTé600 secles,
arc designed to provide A, Az or A3 types of com-
municanion over a frequency range of 300 Kojs to
24 Me/s with R.F, power outputs up 10 400 Walts.

The range, developed on the unit principle, can be
ussembled into one, two or three cabinets 1o form the
required transmitiers,

The high standard of mechanical accuracy of pri-
duction enables the units 1w be interchanged.  The
smaller units, which account for the majority of stages,
are rerractable and mounted on ball-bearing runness,
making them easily accessible for examination,

Ease of operstion, particularly under extreme cos-
ditions, wgether with excellent frequency stability and
high performance makes these MULLARD trans-
mitters itdeal for use as fixed or mobile stations.

communicate with

& Mullard

MULLAND FLECTRONIC PRODUCTS LTD,, COMMUENICATIONS DIVISION CENTURY nHouvss,
AMAETEENLULY AVERVUE, LOKDON, w.C.a2
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his deuth, had discassed the Simple Numerary system
with Lord Howe.

In 1783 Howe was sent to the Admiraky as First
Lord for & period of five vears. During this lime he give
much thought to the necessity for improving the in-
structions for fighting and the relevant signals. When
the time came for Howe 10 go to sea again, to take up
the Channe! Fleet Command, he had another Signal
Hook ready 10 try out. This time his baok was based
on La Bourdonpais’ simple numerary system (as had
been suggested by Kempenfelt ten years before)
Thus we see far the first time the actual groups of the
code being boisted,

This wits an imporant step in the march tewards
the reahisation of a Signol Book that would give luture
officers in command the means of comrolling the
tactical situation as the approach took place, and
pulting into effect mavements desired as 2 rexult of their
appreciation. This code was to stay and be used in
great battles by Jeryss at St Vinceat, Duncan al
Camperdown, and Nelson at Aboukir, Copenhagen
und Trafalgar: numerals were transposed and the code
amended and supplemented, but basically it remained
the code Howe produced in 1 7X), Furthermore, it was
used peneally theoughout the Navy from this Lime
onwards; that is to say, Cin-Cs. of stations no longer
had their own so-calied signal books which would be
unknown 1o 2 new ship joining; though, of course,
they continued te add a few local meanings to groups,
as indeed they do today,

So far as & recorded, it would appear that Howe
produced between 200.and 300 groups, with significa.
tions. To expand from this was not difficult, and
expansion naturally followed. Popham came next into
the field with the right ideas for improvements. In
1800, while serving in the Baltic, he experimented with
a vocabulary of words, siill using the flags already in
existence. For twelve years he worked to improve this
vocabulary and by the end of this time, having realised
that the numerals employed were 100 limited to con.
vey all his requirements, he produced some new flags;
this time fourteen alphabeticals {A o O), These he
used in compunction with numerals { to 9 and the com-
binations obtained from these twenty-three fags satis-
fied requirements and became very popular in the
Fleet, It should be stated that, fromthe initin] issuc of
the Vocabulary Section, Popham originsted a Teles
graph fizg, to be haoisted supersor, to distinguish these
groups from those taken from the General Section,

By 1812 Popham had prodixed two distinet books,
the Ceneral Signal Book and the Vocsbulury Signal
Hook, the Telegraph Flag still being hoisted superior
10 indicate groups from the fatter, These books were
issued to the Fleet in 1813 and continuved in use for
about fourteen years. During this period the first
signal ratings came into being, principally because the
signal stores had now increased to such an extent thut
it needed a Yeoman 10 look after them, He was given
the appropriate title “Yeoman of Signal Stores" with

the rate of 2nd Class Petty Officer in 1816, In 1827 the
signal baoks were again revised, numernl groups being
given over 10 the “'General Signal Book™ to cover all
requirements of “Evolutions™ aml “Fighting.” The
alphabeticn] Nogs were Increased 10 pwenty-one by the
inclusion of P. Q, R, S, T, U and Y, and these formed
the groups for the “Vocabulary Signal Book.”

A third voleme was now prodeced contiining
Night Signals, These were still of a very elementary
pature, Howe and Kempenfels had studied night sig-
naliing as far back as [781. The best they could pro-
duce was a combinution of fights to represent the
numerals €0 that groups from the code could be made.
A little thought on the circumstances at sea in those
days will make us resbise how difficult was sheir prob.
femn; so difficult, in fsct, that ittle headway wis made
before the invention of the Morse code and shuttered
lantesns, In 1867 Captain Colomb produced a luntern
after many years of experimenting by which messages
could be made by flashing the Morse code. The lan-
tern was given his name and improvements followed
feom this truly revolutionary contrivinge. From this
time oawirds efforts to improve the Lype of lantern for
night signaliing were many and varied, with one de-
parture from the basic, that being a foodtit sermaphore,
in 1850, which never proved successful for passing
messages bat was used In the form of a “recognition
signal” for some time after. The dates in briel for
lapterns, in ascending order of efficiency, read: 1885
Telefocus, 1895 Gravity and Spring Balance, doth on
top of poles, and 1896 Truck Lantern for al-round
signalling, Now also was invented the firsi shuter o
be used outsade & searchiight. This proved to be 2
forerunner of the signalling projectors used by night
and day. These were the “Crubser Are™ in 1901, fol-
lowed by the 24dinch § P, in 1906, the 10¢nch S.P. in
1915, and between the 1wo world wars the greatly
impraved signalling projectors we have today.

Mention must be made of the Aldis Lantern which
was given to the Fleet in 1916, superseding the Crulser
Arc, the former as great an asset in time of need as the
latser hind been in s day.

. - - -

Editor’s Nofe—

| We acknowledge with gratitude ceriain corrections
10 our last article in this series, provided by The
Mariner's Mircor of Apnil, 1948, in an otherwise not
100 scathing review. Our reviewer's exact words are;

“There are some monumental crrors to do with
Nelson's fumoas signal, such us the spelling of Pasca’s
name, while the details of telegraphic signalling are
painfully inuccurate: for instance, the semaphore line
o Plymowh never matenalised, and the old tele-
graphs were not lit by lanteens at night.™

We bow to the superior knowledge of the wardens
of the Natonal Maritime Museum, and apologise (o
our readers.]
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SCIENCE AND THE NAVY—
WHAT LIES AHEAD?

To the student of naval hustory, one of the most
oustanding developments during recent years must
surely be the phenomennl increase in the complexities
of equipment used to control the weapons in a ship,
There is little doubt that these developments were
made possible by the coming of radar, yet their adop-
1ion wis dictated in the first place by something far
more fundameatal than the birth of this new snd highly
accurate device.

1t was the high-speed awrcraft, swooping into the
attack with only the briefest warning, that first set the
twolold problem; (1) finding and identifying it while
there was stll time 10 orgunise the defences, and (2)
having found i1, of continuously and accurately plats
Ling its range, bearing and height 5o that the defences
could be “fed™ with the information so essentisl 10
their successful deployment.

The problem becaumne more and more difficult os
arrcrafl speeds increased further and further, as 1he
cficiency of airborne weupons was improved, and as a
novel technique, known as “'saturation of defences,™
wus mntroduced into alrborne attack. Iy had not been
cusy 1o opentle the intricate shipborne defences agaimnst
a single raider, bus difficulties multiplsed at an akrm-
ing mite as the sumber of simalianeous attackers was
increased, and eventually the point might be reached
at which there were more asrcraftin the wir than the
ship's defence fucilities could accommaodate. The pre-
diction of when this danger-point would be reached
and the constunt endeavour 10 Keep i1 as remote as
possible from conditions likely to obtain i practice
were and stlll are one of the first tasks which the naval
scientist must tackle,

The primary purpose of the warship, however, is
not self-prosection, Its strategical and tactical valuss are
based, in the first instance, on the power of its offen-
sive weipons and the efficiency with which they can be
used. Here & the fundamental instrument of sea power
for which all other features of the ship—speed, navi-
gation, communications, endurance, the ability to
defend itsell—are combined to provide an efficient
mobile base,

Now it is not difficult to appreciate that the value of
any weapon may be assessed by comparing the cost of
producing it and bringing it (0 bedr on its target with
tho value of the damags which it may reasonably be
expected 1o cause. Such “cosss” and “'valves,” of
course, though conveniently expressed in ferms of
currency, are in fact measures of imdusirial effort,
expenditure of raw malterial and production time, Joss
in morale, health and life, and eventual effect on
overall ability (0 continue waging war,

The warship, as a fighting unit, Is no less suscep*
tible to such analysss than is the rifle or the hand
grenade, indeed, 1he analysis may be carned out for
even larger units, such as several ships in company,
of n whole Beet—even for an entire navy. The ques.

tion is: Does the cost justify the resule? and this “guan.
titative analysis™ is one of the major sontnbutions
which scentific method has 1o offer 1o the art of war

In the naval aspect it involves the treatment of &xery
problem as an integral part of the whole fighiuig
structure, and precludes the use (foe example) of wea-
pons accurnie and important enough In themseives
but unsuitable for operation in the overall system of
“battle control."

It becomes essential, In fact, for there 10 be some
method of calculating & numernical index which will
show ut once the relntive effectiveness of every » e
systenr, and thut this index shall be used. in preference
1o any historical, remantic or intuitive indication, in
decsding the fundamental design of warships. 1he
equipment and weapons which they will carry, and the
manner in which they will be fought,

This new method of evaluation is perhaps the most
imporiant of all conceptions which have emerged
from the experience of the fast wotld conflsct It is
dealt with briefly in a recent publication by H M
Stationety Office® (in which the other chaplees are
unfortunately not of the same high standard), from
which the following quotation is well worth repearing

"This is the major conception—ihe reduction of
war to a rational process. It is the contrary of that
heid by Hitler, who had a romantic view of war, He
believed that wars are 10 be won by great sirokes of
inspiration. He was always out for the new and the
romantic. Systematic scientific work on known wea-
pons paid larger and quicker divedends. 11 beat Hitler.
The romantic conception of war is becoming out of
date. It is not consonant with the systematic, rational.
scientific kind of warfare which ¢ evolving from the
interpenciration of war and science."

The tendency of war 10 hecome a completely auto-
matic and mechanical activity Is growing, and there s
litthe doubt that, given the opportunity, it will reach
its logical conclusson.

B M. A (ASREL

*Sclence at War, by J, G. Crowther and R. Whidding-
ton. (HM.S.0, 1947, Price 25. 6d, net,) Pages 116
1o 120

FIRST SEA LORD VISITS KING OF NORWAY'S
YACHT

The First Sea Lord, Admiral of the Fleet Sir Jobn
H. D. Cunningham, G.C.B, M V.0, visited His
Norwegian Majesty's yacht Nerge in May befors it
satled from Southampton o Norway.

A 1,600-ton Diesel-engined yacht, the Norge, foc-
merly the Philante, was bullt for Mr, Tom Sopwith
and towed his sailing yacht Emdeavour 17 across the
Atlantic for her famous hid 1o bring home the
America Cup, She was bought by the Norwegian
people as a gift to their Sovereign,
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Knocker White had adorned (or desecruted —ac.
cording 1o your sense ol humour) the pages ol Tus
COMMUNICATOR [rom the first issue, and since he made
his bow | have often been asked how his creation
came about, The fact 5—well, ler me tell you

After the day’s hard [sfe| work at Leydepe | hicd
myself 10 a neighbounng tavern where talk of cathode
emussion, bent anodes, and similar mumbos-jumbo is
taboo. The conversation pivots O amMorous episodes
or the scorng of minor wriumphs over authority.

One evening in the actumn of 1946, when still a
newcomer 1o the pub, and consequenily un object of
suspicton by the habitves, | was doodling in my
sketchbook in belween sips. This innocent occupation
aroused the interest of a huge sallor. Aller eyeing me
critically, e drained his tankard, struck a match on a
passing pateon, and approached my table for afl the
world tike a Battieship going into action.

Terrified, | made mysell as small as passibie in the
cormer

“*You an artist? he boomed.

With a modest bow 1 acknowledged my guilt,

*Don't like artists,” he voluateered. *Rum 1o, Not
enough brains for anything else.”

Pressing the bell 1 ardered two pints,

“Some of them are all right, though,™ he continued,
holding his beer up to the light and studying it with
the cool imsolence of a Liverpool Radio Mech. “What
you drawing?"”

Passing the skeichbook, | awaited his judgment
with some trepidation,

*“Not bad,™ be said, “Not bad at all. Know anyihing
ubout Mascloes?"

This gave me a spiendid opening for my story of
the Stoker P.O. and the Precipitate Powder, but being
uncertain of my ground | withheld it

“No," | answered. “Not a great deal, I'm afeald.*

"“Good subjects for artists, ssilors sre,” he said,
“There's a feller called White Knocker White,
aboard us. Proper crow!™

1 raised my eyebrows.

“Fowl!" he explained, making things perfectly
clear. “Always in the ruddy rartle. Once he talked me
into going for a weck-end with him up the Smoke
Never agaim ™

He sighed reflectively and eyed his empty glass

BY THE ART EDITOR.

With my thumb on the bell | invited him 10 tell me

about It
- . - .

“Beheve it or not, we had a quiet wesk-end in the
ULC. Knocker behaved like & massionary at a bun-
fight und | really thought we'd get back 1o Pompey
without going via Bow Street,

“Well, on the way back 10 Waletloo we spotied one
of those all-pight coffee-stalls, und Knocker suggesied
4 cup of plew and a hort dog. Good tea it was, too, und
we hid just started on a second cup when a bloke with
a posh car pulled in and ordered coffee und sand-
wiches, Knocker watched him {or & minute and then
turned to me,

“OAWon't be n jullly,' he ssid, and disappeared round
the back of the stall

*There are a dozen good reasons why a bloke should
suddenly want 1o go round the back of a colfee-stall,
bat right now | can think of anly one, Anyway, |
dida't pay much attention untih Knocker came back
with a gleam in his eye like 8 Mormon has when he's
tost his braces.

" *What's up? 1 asked.

*‘Shat up!' smid Knocker, “Stand by to run fike
hell”

* *But - buteea"

“ “Save your breath, and run when | give the word.”

“The motorist finished his sandwiches, and as he
turned to go Knocker gripped my arm,

“*Stand by, be beeathed.

A car door slammex, a selfstiarter whined in pro-
1est and——

**Run!' yelled Knocker.

"As we revved up to forly knots there came the
crash of breaking crockery. What a row! It sounded
like all the skeletons of hell dancang some grim
rigudoon on 109 of a Nissen hut, There was no time
1o usk what happersdd; we didn't s10p running until
the collector at Platform 6 asked us for our lickers,™

He 100k a pull at his pint worthy of a Dockyard
chippy.

“Well," he continged, setting down his glass, "It
seerns that when we first got 10 the coffee-stall Knocker
spotied & coil of rope at the side, and being a crow he
stored the knowledge in his swede, Then the motorist
came nlong and fooked as if he would be busy for
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yome time, so0 Knocker slipped away, tied one
end of the rope to the stall and took a round
turn and & couple of hall-hitches round the
back anle of the car, That's why we ran.™

The big sailorstood upand made prepartions
for departure.

“Butr what about the damage- ™ | began,

“Time, gentiensen, please,™

“Sorry, pal,” grinned the smilor. *'Got 10 be
ofl, See you again,”™

- . - .

1 frequently see him in the saloon bar, and
in exchange for a few drinks and a sore thumb 1 get
1hese anecdotes of Knocker White, But Fve never met
Knacker in person, Pechaps be bears the same relas
tion to the Rig Smilor us Mrs. Hurris did to Samh
Gamp, or could it be that he's second class for leave?

Bo that as i1 may, the more respectable of his exploits
1 1ry 1o ilustrate for Tae CommunicaTor, and il they
wive you a laugh perbaps one of you chaps will come
along ore night and pay for the Big Sailor’s drinks
LE,

SECRET

In 1he last sssue, the difference between transposiien
and substitution ciphers was discussed, Tramposie
tion involved rearranging the original letters accord-
ing to a fixed pattern, and substitution, changing the
orignal letters for different ones.

Tiwe urt of ciphering advanced owing 1o the old
methods beeaking down before skilled cryptographers,
and, in order to understund why the systemns changed,
the methods of breaking ciphers must be understood.

Julivs Caesar used a simple substitution cipher,
which he did by writing down the third leter after
the one he wanted. Thus, Omnis Gallha becomes
RPOLY JDOOLD,

From this grew up a more usual method of drrang.
ing 1 smple substitution cipher by taking a key word
und arranging 1wo alphabets in this manner:

Disguised alphabel: ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPOQR,
FOXTAILBCDEGH
JKMNP

In this way BLACK CAP becomes HGEIK IER.
The reason for having & key word is to avoid carrying
i piece of paper with the complete key writien down
A simple word or phrase can easily be remembered
and a key constrected when reguired, The word, or
words, may be placed at the beginning, the end or in
tive rmaddie of the true alphabet.

To beeak a simple sabstitution cipher, provided that
there Is sufficient material, the first step I8 to count the
number of fimes each letter oocurs and make a table,
In norma! English, letters fall into well defmed groups
v .+ 4. OCCurs about 130 times mn 1,000

feticrs,
] I . s occurs gbhout 105 times in 1,000
letters.,
ISH varies from A, 80, 10 H, 35 times,
U from D, 35, 10 U, 25.
v« from G, 20,10 B, 15,

True afphabet:

m

MESSAGE

The resnainder occur less than ten times i 1,000 letters
but with a short text these frequencies may not hold,

Consulting (e above table, the combination THE
can usizlly be found rapidly, and such words as
THAT and THERE will be apparent. The next step
is to consider letter combinations, dnd the following
table gives the more common ones in order of fre-
Quencies:

Digraphs: th er on an re he in ed

Trigraphs: the and tha ent fon wo for

Doubles! 1l ¢ee ss 0o

Two-letter words:  of 10 10 it &5 b2 as at so

This will usually produce some results and by
writing down and building up the key, as letters fall
into place, the complete sotution should be found. By
thas method, the following can be solved in a very
short time:

VMIT) NU FC HMEFH) CK VM! GEUNH
RIVTCQ TEVNCF GINFL TJURCTII KST EV
QIELIV E AJET,

For many years no advance was made in the an,
though it 5 of interest 1o note that Roger Bacon, the
greatest of our philosophers In the Middie Ages,
wrote o book in ciphers. Cryptographers have been
working on this munuscript since 1912, but they have
fasled 10 A the solution,

In the time of James 1, Heon of Navarre, King of
France, was desperately tryving 10 beat off the House
of Hapsburg, The rulers of Spain and Austria held the
whole frontier, north of France from Verdun 1o
Calais, and Henrl had been building up an alliance of
other nations to comhat this menace. In 1609 he felt
himself In a position to strike bock, excopl that the
Elector of Brandenburg, the strongest of the German
princes, had not besn won over ta the side of France.
In 1he same vear, however, a Hapsburg army advan.
ced into territory claimed by Brandenburg. The Elec-
tor immediately told Henri of Navarre that be would
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join his allwnce in fice of the common enemy. Henrl
sent out the ¢all for action In cipher and it is now
known that Hapsburg agents very soon obtained
copies of these messages and that their cryprographers
brokxe them.

The cipher employed by the French was a simple
substitution with suppression  of frequencies and
worked on this system:

Ckearr A B C D E F G H 't I
Cipher: 25 32 SO 35 77 22 43 1 59 28
82 53 66 79 48 17 24 14 M7 M
R 36 74 13
10 by X

The message “He had bud beel" becomes 38-77 14-
25 38 32-82-70 53-48-36-22,  but, though this s an
tmprovement, it will break down as soon as Jetiers
begin to repeat themselves, by a very similar, though
more laborious, system 1o thiat already shown. Having
made the preliminary count of chamciers, the next
thing 1o [ook for is a simdlurity between groups. If the
word “beel™ had been repeated in the lext more than
Lwice, a group might appear, later in the message.,
5348-77-22 ond perhaps 32-27-36-22. This would
show that 53 32, 48..27, 36. 77, and, by building
up in this manner, the message is reduos! (o & sionphe
substituion.

The idex of lreguency suppression is a very impor-
tant one, and, ns the history of cryptopgraphy unfokls,
the central effort has been direcsed towards tha end.
This made some of the systems too cumbersome for

practical use, and during the Peninsular War the
Foreign Office produced a cipber which was so diffi-
cult 1o use that they fiequently were upable 10 de-
crypt their own messages, In France, better progress
had been made, and the Great Cipher of Louis X1V
remained for over two hundred years the oanly un-
breakable system known,

PROBLEM
Simple Subatitution
IXJQH CTIRT ISDSG BSEOH MTZKT CSDGO
EOIWC KXSGE OHWET SHEQ) EUXEW EOHWE
JIWET CKDGO EJSLK TEOHO XSEHI TCEOM
HIWEO JWNIX GOEEOQ HWXKE JSWEX I[HED
SISTT WHICK DGOE.
W. F. P,

Selintsons
. Key: YEOMAN, at beginning, remaining les
ters in mormal sequence, (There is no
chunce of the busic petrol mation being
restored for at least & venr

2, Problem Key:

XYFITZGERALD, ut beginning, re-

maining letters in normal sequence,

Awithe for morning i the bow! of might

Has fung the stose that puts the slars to
flight:

And 1o the hunter of the East has csught

The Sultan’s turret in & noose of light,

CURRENT COURSES IN H.M. SIGNAL SCHOOL

LONG (C) COLRSE
Liedtenant G. J. Hines, RN,
Lieutenant M. R. Sivpsosy, RN
Lleotenamt K. A. Towssexo-Green, RN,
Lieutenant D. C, Doucias, RN,
Licurenant E. C. Twosns. RINZN,
Licutenan! C. C, WAxe-WalLxker, RN,
Licutenant J. W, Dausney, RN,
Lleutenant J, 8. D. MiLLER, RN,
Lieutenant H, V. Bruce, RN
Licutonant R. E. Lesw, R.AN

INDIAN PAKISTAN LONG COURSE
Lievtennnt M. Hasan, Royal Paksstan Navy,
Lientenant Gauram Sincae, Roval Indian Navy
Licutenant R, B. FANDERLINDEN. Roval Indian Navy.
Lieutenant M. Suancrr, Royal Pakistan Navy.
Eseutenant E, J. Denw, Royal Indlan Navy,
Lieutenant V, A. Kamari, Royal Indian Navy,

WARRANT COMMUNICATION OFFICERS

{Qualkifying)
CPO. Tel, T. C. M. Siviarnoans
C.P.O. Tel. J. T, Heapon
CYS D W Gnriex
CY.S. L. Scoans
C.P.O. Tel. A, F. Symons
C.PO, Tel, M., J, FrrztirnaLn
CYS. T.L.S McNawm
C.P.O. Tel, W, 5. CLazxe
C.Y.S C. Kenneoy
CPO.Tel. C. 1 .l KEmy
C.YS R Coomnr

P.O. Tel. W. D, I\Lwnw
Yeoman J, Abass

P.O, Tel. M., ). Jackyman
Yeoman J. R, ROUND

Yeoman K, Mortos

Yeoman D, W, Bertras, R AN,
Yeoman Hanve, RAN.
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ROYAL MARINE OFFICERS' COURSE

Capanin J. W, Coongpon
Lieutenant B. E. Danny
Lieutenant G, J. C, Smiti
Licutenant P. H. DanLinG
Lieutenant A, G. H. Duxss

W.RNS. (Ce) COURSE

Second Officer J. L. P, Bevan, W.R.N.S.

Second Officer J. F. Beer, W.RINS.

Third Officer 1. M, D. Crompron, W R.NS,

INTERNATIONAL LONG COURSE

Lievtenant-Commander C. Zexvos, Roval Hellenie
Navy,

Lieutenant-Commander A. A, Psitvas, Royal Hel
lenic Navy.

Lioutenant E. H. Van Rees, Roval Netherlands Navy.

Lieutenant P. SLEvIN, Eireann Naval Forces,

Sub-Lieatenant 5. HeLmy, Royal Egyptian Navy,

Sub-Lieutenant J. A, LAGOMARSING, Argentine Navy,

Sub-Licutenant J. M. ESCALANTE, Argoentine Navy.

COMMUNICATIONS GAZETTE
RECENT PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

[Eorror’s Note, —Albaneh every emdeavonr is made to ensure that the information conveved in thix xection of
the magazing is coreed), we imust axk readers noy (o trear [t as authoeitarive (s 1he sieict sense, and 10 grom w

rheir (mMnnre i ormlomd ervory are nde,)

Name Ran Whither
R, AITKEN c.c.o. Woolwich Forth
A AL ALRTEN ("!omgw L1, Pembroke Reveried 1o retired list
(Ret'd)
E. G, D. ANNi C.CO. Mercury Duke of York
F. 1. C. AtLwoin Lt (S) Mercury Glasgow
G, G. A F, Burum, nso. . L Cdr, St. Angelo Diadem
T. W. Bacon Tlt: lat Cookham Camp Reldease cancelled
(Ret'd)
P W, B. BrRooxInG, D50, & Rear Choel of Staff to Head To be Flag Officer Gibraltar and
BA Admira! of BA.D,, Washington Adml?l Supt. HM. Dockyard,
far
L. R. F, Burrie Ty. Chaplain Mercury Releases)
G. C. Buss Lt. Cdr, Nigeria Afrixander
J. C. S Brown, Ds.C C.CO. Mercury Bruce
T. £ BrowN Ty AIC.C.O. Mercury To be released
Miss J. F. Bexx 20W.RNS. Victory | Mercury for Signal Course
Miss J. L. P. Bevax 20W . R.N.S. Blackcap Mercury for Signal Course
E. W. ). Bankes Caplsin President Captain Superintendent A S.R.E,
4. F. vaumo 0.5.0, Captain Victory | l.on on
C. BaviN, . Instr. Lt Artel Mercury
K. J.W. Buu. 850 Instr.Sob,Lt, Mercury Culedonia
F. W. Bawrosn Comzu) Lt.  Mercury Reverted 10 retired list
{
J. E BROCKLEMUNST C.EO(R) Mercury for A/T Course ls'(mklcm for duty at Whitehall W/)T
aton
C )W Bumn Cdr. (Ret'd) President Released
E G, B AIC.CO. Pembroke Promoted C.C.O. 1448
T. M. F. Butt AJ‘C E.O(R) Mercury Promoted CEOAR} 1. 448
C, B Brooxs Cdr. President Saker
E. G. N. BREMNER L1 Cdr. Victory Placed on retired list
RW. BauaGs Cdr. Tamar President
A D, Buack Lt, R.AN. Service Maidstone
R. H. CougacE, 0.8.E, Ds.c. Cdr. Daedulus Husteions
G, H.H, CuwnSnmmm Lt, Cdr. Appledore Drake
D, W. CoGGesHatL, psa .. A/W.C.O.  Glory St. Angelo
H. Cowazp . R Caom;n. Lt Mercury Released
(Retd))
T. W. F. CLarks IW.C.O. Fort Southwick Birminglsam
C. H.Cox . A/W.C.O. Newcasthe Liverpool
G. B. Craxyon A/CCO.  Maurtius Newcastie
A P.Cupe .. Ty.AIC.C.O Merlin On loan to RIN. and appointed

Highfiyer
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R“k v C HM. Si l?chool
engeance aplain, sw
3 R N.S. Heron Mercury for Signal Cou
tl. ﬁ Angelo ngm
L. ercury ighilyer
w.C.0. St, Angelo Stag
C.C.O. Wildfire Promoled Comm. Lt. 5248
HOW.R.N.S. Mercury Drake
Captain President Vernon for S.O.1.C.
A/CCO Ganges Promoted C.C.O, 1.4.48
Lt. Victory Anson
Ty W.CO, Victory Placed on retired list
Lt. Cdr. President Viclory {.then invalided)
Captain Mercury in command  Vernon for S.O.T.C.
w.C.0. Adamant Fort Southwick
Captain Vernon President
Instr.Sub.Lt. Fort Southwick Warrior
Ty.AIC.CO. Mercury Loan to R AN,
AJCd. Tel. Appointed for duty with No. 3
Dastrict RNLY. (W) R.
Cd, Tel Mercury Placed on retired list
AW.CO.  Phoebe Newcastie
Lt. Cdr Mercury President
Lt Cdr. Naval Mission to Greece Mercury
Ty.A/CS.B. Highftyer Mercury
Lt R.N.AS. Culdrase Promoted Lt, Cdr, 10.548 and re-
appointed
Instr, LU Mercury Vernon
W.C.O Gambia Tamar
C.CO, Duke of York St. Angelo
Ty. W.C.O. Mercury Placed on loan 1o R.IN, and appoin-
ted Highfiyer
L Mercury 1) Falcon
AICCO. Mauntivs Pembroke [
Cdr{Ret'd) Flowerdown Released
Ty, Lt Mercury Pembroke |
W.C.0. St. Angelo Mercury
AJICCO. Cookham Camp Prommed CCO, 1548
Lt R AN, Service Mercury for Long (C) Course
Captain Sparrow Presicent
Lt Phoche Newcastle
L1 St. Angelo Troubridge
Le Viclory St. Angelo
Cir, Wave President for Course
Ty.A/C.C.O. Drake for Devonport Released
Signal School
Lt Pembroke Venerable
Lt St. Angelo Pembroke
?1'5\ ?\9"“ Hlustrious Mercury
Yips Duke of York Promoted Lt, Cdr. 16548 and re-
appointed
Lt, Cde. Mercuty 11 Saker
Cdr, President Daedalus
L. Newcastle Phoebe
Cdr. Appledore for Course  President
Lt (A) London Transferred 10 executive branch and
reappointed London
Comm Lt. Mercory 11 Placed on reticed st
Agincourt Pmmoted L1, Cdr, 1.5.48
A.‘C E.O4R) Mercury Tamn
Hartland Polnt H. M.A. Naval Depat, London (for

Ty.AC.C.O, Mercury
Cdr.(Ret'd) President
Lt President
Cdr, Suker

2 years loan service in R AN,

Loan 10 R.AN. and appom«:d
Terrible

Released

Vengeance

Consort
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Name Rank Whence Whither

C. RExp, M98, cCCo Mercury Rooke

J. C. RUSHBRDOKE, D.S.C Lt Mercury Thesaus

W. R. Swan - AJC.E.O.(R) Mercury Flowerdown

Miss J. R. Serscew Nursing Mercury Released

Sisfer

L. J. Ssath 2 I.t, Cochrare Promoted Lt, Cdr,
18448

W. H. STRATH . Al Excellent Opportune

C. F. W, §1, Quinnin (27 (7 Mercury President

L. F. SoMMERVILLF Lt, Cdr Vengeanse Mercury

Miss E. A. SmucLamn 2J0W.R.N .S, President Mercury

A. A, T. Sevsoun-Hayoos Lt Cdr. President for Course Stag

G. E. Sampson Lt. Boxer Dryad

M. G. SULLIVAN AW, Tel. Highflyer Bluesscket

L. R, Tanros . AW.CO, Mercury Forth

K. M. Tears Lt, Mercury Implaca bl

F. J. TOWNSEND Ty AICC.O. Meccury To be released

B T, Turner, p.s.o. Cdr Whirlwind Sea Eagle

B. C. VANN, DS.C. Lt, Appledore Drake

J. M. VILLIERS, O.8F, Cdr, Padstow Bay Victory

Miss M. WiGntmax 20W.R.N.S. Mercury Re-uppointed on marringe as Mrs,
M. Kem

C. R. WALKINGTON. Ty. W.C.O. Maercury Release cancelled

Miss B. J. Woon IOW . RNS. Raleigh Mescury as O«-C. W R.NS.

C. R WALXINGTON Iy. WC.O. Mercury Placed on retired list

3. Woon, 05.¢ X L. Cdr, Wooiwich Forth

P, Keme-Wris Lt Hlustriows Promoied Lt Cdr. 16.248
amd re-appointed

N. DE G. WayMouUTH .. Cdr. Victory Placed on retired st

W, J. Waicer Sig. Bos'n  Excellent Drake

R. WRIGHTSON Lo Cdr, Dryad Presidem

R. D. M. YounGson Sig. Bos'n T\nc Division Promoted C.C.O., RN.Y.R. 11438

COMMUNICATIONS CROSSWORD

(See page 15 for Solution)
Across— |, A pipe for leave (4, 3, 4), 7, Opposite of 14 (2, 3. 4). B, Welsh Dog (5. 10, He has four "oppos.™
at the Admiralty {(4). 11, Another like this makes the whole (4), 12, Wooden plane (5). 14, Appoint is raxd
disarranged in backward negative (6). 15, The solver is never left so ignorant (8), 17, These muscals sound
as il they come from the Principality (85 19, Remember once only? (6). 22, Dismal exclamation (5), 23,
Implement  from  backward
spolls (4), 24, Single game (4)
26, Found in the lron Age
{5), 27, A shot sail & most un-

1'-‘ AT i a | Is )

17 pleasant (9), 28, Evaded in

B Rughy (4, 7)

" | Down— |, Chaldean capital in
wedded Is ripened (7), 2, Tum
a vegetable upside down 10

Ty find this part of a ship (4), 3,

! May be flower or book (6). 3,
Caused Jack 1o break hns
crown (8). §, Done in eryplo-

" graphy (10). &, Alter angered

(7). 7, Seaview at Southsea
{4, 2, 5). 9, Carrier but not R/F
(11). 13, Dad they ride into the
Vulley of Death with trans-
miutters? (3, 7). 16, Support
oars and retired Tels. (8). 18
She 5 an ¢lectncal particle in
less (7). 20, The sailor uses an
oar in bed (7). 21, Miner loses
i letter for this unimal (6). 28,
At the end of the sentence, this
(ol (4)

W




All Vessels of the ROYAL
NAVY from Sloop to
Battleship are fitted with
WHIPP & BOURNE
MARINE SWITCHGEAR
as also are the latest and

largest vessels of the
MERCHANT NAVY

Specialists in the Design and
Manufacture of all kinds of
Marine Switchgear

WHIPP & BOURNE LTD.

CASTLETON, ROCHDALE, LANCS.




FOR ALL HAPPY
OCCASIONS — YOU
CAN SAFELY LEAVE
THE CHOICE OF
ANY GIFT IN THE

CAPABLE CARE OF

FLEMINGS

JUST WRITE AND GIVE US ALL THE DETAILS AND WE

WILL ARRANGE THE REST. REMEMSER, IF YOU ARE AN

ALLOTHMENT CUSTOMER YOU CAN HAVE THIS SERVICE
CHARGED TO YOUR ACCOUNT,

A. FLEMING & CO.

(OUTFITTERS) LTD.
NAVAL OUTFITTERS & TAILORS

Portsmouth Branches

Il EDINBURGH ROAD
AND

TRAFALGAR INSTITUTE, EDINBURGH ROAD

HEAD OFRACES
HAY STREET AND PFORTLAND STREET, PORTSMOUTH
Phone—Fortsmouth 74352/3 (2 lines) « Gramy—*" Navserge" Portamouth

Branches at
Chatham == Davonport — Waymouth — Gibraltar — Malaa




